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ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE. 
Brigadier-General E. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 


. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S 
OFFICE, WASHINGTON, February 12, 1872. 


General Orders No. 6. 

The following act of Congress is published for the 
information and government of all concerned : 
An act to authorize the payment of duplicate checks of disbursing 


offi 


Be 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That in place of 


original checks, when lost, stolen, or destroyed, disbursing officers 
and agents of the United States are hereby authorized, after the 
expiration of six months from the date of such checks, and within 
three years from such date, to issue duplicate checks, and the 
Treasurer, assistant treasurers, and designated depositaries of the 
United States are directed to pay such checks, drawn in pursuance 
of law by such officers or agents, upon notice and proof of the loss 
of the original check or checks, under such regulations in regard to 
their issue and payment, and upon the execution of such bonds, 
with sureties, to indemnify the United States, as the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall prescribe: Provided, That this act shall not appl: 
to any check exceeding in amount the sum of one thousan 
dollars. 

Sec. 2. That in case the disbursing officer or agent by whom such 
lost, destroyed, or stolen original check was issued, be dead, or no 
longer in theservice of the United States, it shall be the duty of the 
proper accounting officer, under such regulations as the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall prescribe, to state an account in favor of the 
owner of such original check for the amount thereof, and to charge 
such amount to the account of such officer or agent. 

Approved February 2, 1872. 

By order of the Cemetery of War: 
E. D. Towssenp, Adjutant-General. 





cers. 
it enacled by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Iesued from the Adjutant-General’s Office for the week ending 
February 12, 1872. 


Tuesday, February 6. 


Sergeant David Lindsay, Company G, Ninth Infantry, 
having completed the duties assigned him in Special Or- 
ders No. 12, January 28, 1872, from headquarters Fort 
D. A. Russell, Wyoming Territory, will return without 
delay to his station at Fort D. A. Russell. The Quar- 
termaster’s Department will furnish the necessary trans- 
portation. 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, As- 
sistant Surgeon Alexander H. Hoff will report in person 
to the commanding officer Fort Columbus, New York 
Harbor, for duty at that depot. 

The extension of the leave of absence granted First 
Lieutenant William I. Reed, Seventh Infantry, in Spe- 
cial Orders No. 5, January 8, 1872, from headquarters 
Military Division of the Missouri, is hereby further ex- 
tended ninety days. 

Leave of absence for four months is hereby granted 
First Lieutenant John Drum, Tenth Infantry. 

Leave of absence.for three months on surgeon’s cer- 
tificate of disability is hereby granted First Lieutenant 
Peter M. Boehm, Fourth Cavalry. 

Wednesday, February 7. 


Superintendent Morris Keim, national cemetery at 
Danville, Va., is hereby granted leave of absence for 
twenty-five days. 

The following officers of the Twenty-fourth Infantry 
will report in person by the evening of the 9th instant, 
to the superintendent General Recruiting Service, New 
Yerk city, to accompany recruits to the Depurtment of 
Texas. On completion of this duty they will join their 
proper stations: Second Lieutenant John L. Clem, Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Morris C. Wessells. 

So much of Special Orders No. 24, paragraph 3, of 
January 29, 1872, from this office, as directs the transfer 
of Private Charles Aubrey, General Service Detachment 
headquarters Military Division of the South, to the 
General Service Detachment headquarters Department 
of the Gulf, is hereby so far amended as to transfer him 
to the General Service Detachment headquarters Depart- 
ment of the South. 

So much of Special Orders No. 268, paragraph 17, of 
June 17, 1863, from this office, as directs that Musician 
James Harborn, Company D, Sixteenth Iowa Volunteers, 
be dishonorably discharged the service of the United 
States, is hereby revoked. 

So much of the unexecuted portion of the sentence of 
a General Court-martial, promulgated in General Orders 
No. 43, of July 24, 1871, from headquarters Department 
of the South, as directs that Musician Alexander J. 
Chisholm, Company H, Eighteenth Infantry, “be con- 
fined at Fort Pulaski, Georgia, for the period of two 
aed is hereby so far remitted as to make the term of 

is confinement one year, commencing July 24, 1871 (the 
date of the promulgation of his sentence in orders. 

The unexecuted portion of the sentence of a General 
Court-martial, promulgated in General Court-martial 

Orders No. 144, of November 21, 1871, from headquar- 
ters Department of the Missouri, directing that Piivate 
Charles Korn, band of Third Infantry, “be dishonorably 
discharged the service of the United States; forfeiting 
all pay and allowances that are now or may become due 
him, the just dues of the laundress excepted; then to be 
confined at hard lapor at Fort Wallace, Kansas, for the 
period of four years; wearing during the first year of 
such confiuement a ball weighing twelve pounds attach- 
ed to his leftleg by « chain four feet long,” is hereby 


remitted, and he will be released from confinement upon 
the receipt of this order at the place where he may be 
confined. 

Private James L. Boyles, Company C, Third Infantry, 
now with his command, will be discharged the service of 
the United States, provided there be no impediment, as 
desertion, etc., upon the receipt of this order at the place 
where he may be serving. This soldier is entitled to 
pay, etc., only under paragraph 1371, Revised U. S. Ar- 
my Regulations of 1863. 


Thursday, February 8. 


Upon the recommendation of the Quartermaster- 
General, Superintendent Joseph Berrigan, National 
Cemetery at Corinth, Mississippi, is hereby dishonora- 
bly discharged the service of the United States. 

Superintendent William A. Gbaham (recently ap- 
pointed) will repair without delay to Corinth, Missis- 
sippi, and assume charge of the National Cemetery at 
that place. The Quartermaster’s Department will fur- 
nish the necessary transportation. 

Private Frank Cox, Company A, Seventh Infantry, 
having been appointed Hospital Steward, U. 8. Army, 
will report by letter to the commanding general Depart- 
ment of Dakota for assignment to duty. 

The extension of leave of absence granted First Lieu- 
tenant John L. Worden, Jr., First Infantry, in Special 
Orders No. 11, January 27, 1872, from Department of the 
Lakes, is hereby further extended three weeks. 

The unexecuted portion of the sentence of a General 
Court-martial, promulgated in General Orders No. 52, of 
August 12, 1871, from headquarters Department of the 
Platte, directing that Private John 8S. B. Patterson, 
Company I, Thirteenth Infantry, “forfeit to the United 
States all pay due or that may become due, except the 
just dues of the laundress; to be dishonorably dis- 
charged the service, and to be confined in the penitenti- 
ary at Fort Madison, Iowa, for the period of three years,” 
is hereby remitted, and he will be released from confine- 
ment upon the receipt of this order at the place where 
he may be confined. 

By the direction of the President, Private Samuel W. 
House, Company E, Third Cavalry, now with his ccm- 
mand, will be discharged the service of the United 
States upon the receipt of this order at the place where 
he may be serving. This soldier is not entitled to travel 
pay. 

The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish James 
Gorman, formerly private, Company K, Third Cavalry, 
with transportation from San Francisco, California, to this 
city to enable him to enter the Soldier’s Home, the cost of 
which will be refunded to the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment. by the treasurer of the Soldier’s Home, District of 
Columbia. 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, the 
following changes in the stations and duties of officers of 
the Medical Department are hereby made: Assistant 
Surgeon James P. Kimball is relieved from duty in the 
Department of Dakota, and will report in person to the 
commanding officer Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, 
for temporary duty at that depot and to accompany the 
first detachment of recruits forwarded to the Depart- 
ment of the Gulf, and upon his arrival at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, he will report to the commanding officer of 
that department for assignment to duty. Assistant 
Surgeon Charles Mackin, Jr., will report in person to the 
commanding general Department of the South for as- 
signment to duty. 

Friday, February 9. 

Second Lieutenant William Davis, Jr., Tenth Cavalry, 
will report in person to the superintendent General Re- 
cruiting Service, New York city, to accompany a detach- 
ment of reeruits from the depot at Fort Columbus to the 
Department of Texas, to which his company belongs. 
On completion of this duty he will join his proper 
station. 

So much of paragraph 2, Special Orders No, 32, Feb- 
ruary 7, 1872, from this office, as relates to Second Lieu- 
tenant Morris C. Wessells, Twenty-fourth Infantry, is 
hereby revoked, Lieutenant Wessells being already en 
route to join his regiment. 

Private Warner P. Banes, Company C, Twenty-first 
Infantry, now with his command, will be discharged the 
service of the United States upon the receipt of this 
order at the place where he may be serving. This sol- 
dier is not entitled to travel pay. ; 

It appearing from evidence recently submitted to this 
Department that in the adjustment of the accounts of 
Captain J. S. Tomkins and Lieutenant Thomas D. Mur- 
rin, of the late Thirtieth Infantry, an amount ($455 55) 
refunded by the Quartermaster’s Department on account 
of the erection of a bake-house at Fort D. A. Russell, 
Wyoming Territory, was erroneously passed to the credit 
of Lieutenant Murrin, so much of paragraph 5, Special 
Orders No. 293, July 29, 1871, from this office, as holds 
Captain Tomkins responsible for the amount ($453 30), 
is hereby rescinded. 

Saturday, February 10. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant J. B. 
Hanson, Tenth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 1, Janu- 
ary 3, 1872, from headquarters Department of Texas, is 
hereby extended sixty days. 

On the recommendation of the division commander, 
the extension of leave of absence granted Second Lieu- 
tenant Robert E. Ooxe, Eighth Cavalry, in Special 
Orders No. 20, January 24, 1872, from this office, is 
hereby still further extended thirty days. 

As soon as existing requisitions have been filled, the 
superintendent General uiting Service will cause to 
be prepared and forwarded, under proper charge, from 
‘Newport Barracks, Kentucky, twenty-nine recruits to 





Fort Barrancas, Florida, where they will be reported, 
upon arrival, to the commanding officer of that = for 
assignment to Battery G, Third Artillery. The Quarter- 
master’s Department will furnish the necessary trans- 
portation. ; 

Private Samuel E. Slater, General Service U. S. Army, 
now on duty as clerk in this office, is hereby discharged 
aa 9d oes of the bebere, States. tl etueas 

e Quartermaster’s Department Sergeant 
Edward Davis, Company G, Twentieth Infantry, with 
transportation from this city to Fort Ripley. Minnesota, 
the cost of which will be charged to the soldier upon the 
rolls of his company. 

The leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant O. 
M. Smith, Twenty-second Infantry, in Special Orders 
No. 292, July 28, 1871, from this office, is hereby extended 
sixty days. 

A board of officers to consist of Captain James 
McMillan, Third Artillery, Captain Charles J. Dickey, 
Twenty-second Infantry, and Assistant Surgeon ak 
Billings, will assemble in this city on the 13th inst., or 
as soon thereafter as practicable, to examine into and 
report upon the qualifications of Henry Batty, late e 
vate, Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Ed- 
ward Gill, late sergeant, Seventeenth Infantry, for ap- 
pointment as superintendents of National Cemeteries. 
The applicants must fulfill the conditions prescribed in 
General Orders No. 64, of 1867, from this office. The 
junior member of the board will act as recorder. 

The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish Robert 
Houston, formerly private of Company O, Nineteenth 
Infantry, with transportation from Jackson ks, 
Louisiana, to this city, to enable him to enter the Sol- 
diers’ Home, the cost of which will be refunded to the 
Quartermaster’s Department by the treasurer of the 
Soldiers’ Home, District of Columbia. 


Monday, February 12. 

The telegraphic order of the 9th inst., from this office, 
directing the commanding general Military Division of 
the Pacific to order First Lieutenant Louis R. Stille, 
Twenty-third Infantry, to report in to the 
superintendent General Recruiting Service, New York 
city, for duty on recruiting service, is hereby confirmed. 

Private John MclIlvain, Company D, Sixth Cavalry, 
having been appointed hospital steward, U.S. Army, 
will report in person to the commanding officer Rock 
Island Arsenal, Illinois, for duty at that post. The 
Quartermaster’s Department will furnish the necessary 
transportation. 





CEANGES OF STATIONS. 


Tue following is alist of the changes of stations of troops re- 
ported at the War Department since last report: 
Company I, Third Artillery, from Spartanburgh, S. C., to Charles- 
Cranpany Hi, Misesonth Intintey, fone utes Rouge, La., to 
ompany H, Nineteen nfan rom Baton Rouge 
Jackson Barracks, La., January 7. * ' , . 





Discharges from the Army.—Although General Bel- 
knap recently set forth in a circular the impossibility * 
under the limited appropriations allowed his office, of 
discharging a sound man after he once entered the Cr de 
applications are still made in large numbers, the Wash- 
ington Chronicle informs us, through members and Sen- 
ators in Congress, and by the mothers of soldiers in per- 
son, who complain that it is a hardship because their 
sons by some folly of their own got into the Army and 
cannot get out again. The facts that govern the din, 
tary in the discharge of his duty in this respect are that 
to grant these applications is equivalent in many cases 
to giving away nearly a hundred dollars to each man dis- 
charged, for that is the amount required to enlist a man 
in New York, give him clothing, subsistence, and trans- 
portation to the regiment to which he is assigned. Un- 
der these circumstances all applications are refused. 


GENERAL Jeff. C. Davis and General 8. W. Crawford, 
two of the surviving officers of the Fort Sumter com- 
mand, left Washington, February 11, for Baltimore, to 
join the escort of the remains of General Anderson, and 
proceed with them to West Point. Of that old command 
five are dead, namely, General Anderson, who died at 
Nice, and Lieutenants Talbot, Schneider, Meade and 
Hall; and the five living are General J. C. Davis, now 
colonel of the Twenty-third Infantry; General Craw- 
ford, colonel of the Second Infantry ; General Double- 
day, colonel of the Tweuty-fifth Infantry ; General J. 
G. Foster, lieutenant-colonel of Engineers, and General 
Truman Seymour, major of artillery. There will be 
no further official ceremonies. The interment at West 
Point will be private. 


General Sherman Abroad.—The latest advices from 
General Sherman to the 12th of February report his ar- 
rival in Rome, from whence he proceeds to Naples, 
where he will rejoin the Wabash. General Sherman 
and his {party reached Madeira December 4, after a 
seventeen-days’ passage, and were received with all 
honors by the authorities of that island, where they re- 
mained four days, sailing December 9 for Gibraltar. On 
account of heavy weather the Wabash mide Cadiz 
instead of Malta, and General Sherman and his friends 
landed there, and remained one day, leaving December 
16 for Seville, remaining there three daye, and goin 
thence to Xeres, where they were gh oe! en 
by Mr. Davis and Mr. Gordon, two princely wine mer- 
chants. Meanwhile the Wabash had been 
and being ready for sea again, they » 
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roceeded to Gibraltar, where Sir Fenwick 
Williams, the hero of Kars, and present governor 
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Gibraltar, and Admiral Hornby, who was at anchor in the 
bay, received our Lieutenant-General with distinguished 
courtesy. From Gibraltar General Sherman took a run 
inland to Algeciras, and thence by steam packet to Mal- 
aga, and from thence to see Granada and the Alhambra, 





Cordova and its mosque; and so to Madrid, arriving | ham, 


there January 4, and visiting the Museum of Paintings 
and the Armory, with one of the finest collections of 
anciert armor in the world. On the Sunday following 
their arrival the party were received by the King and 
Queen privately at the Royal Palace. They were also 
entertained here at a grand banquet and reception at 
the United States Legation, where the honors were done 
by Mr. Adee, Chargé d’Affaires, General Sickles being 
absent in this country. General Sherman and Colonel 
Audenried on the following evening attended a recep- 
tion given by the British Minister, Mr. Layard, who 
slso entertained them at dinner. On the 9th of Janu- 
ary General Sherman visited the Escurial. From 
Madrid General Sherman, Colonel Audenried, and Lieu- 
tenant Grant proceeded to Nice, where they were hand- 
somely entertained by the American Minister and others, 
and from Nice they proceeded to Italy. 





Pay of Enlisted Men.—Senator Wilson’s bill to es- 
tablish the pay of the enlisted men of the Army will 
unquestionably be passed during the present session of 
Congress. The present rates, it will be remembered, 
were not fixed by a law passed at the time when they 
last went into operation, but by the failure of Congress 
to expressly provide for the continuance of the old rates 
or to adopt something else in their place. Beside the 
new pay-schedule, Senator Wilson’s bill has an impor- 
tant provision by which the Governmént makes itself a 
savings bank for the soldier, and pays him interest on 
such portions of his pay as he does fmot desire to draw. 
The following is the full text of the bill : 

A Bix to establish the pay of the enlisted men of tne Army. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of vresentatives of the 
United States af America in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the first aay of March, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, 
the monthly pay of the following enlisted men of the Army shall, 
during their first term of enlistment, be as follows, with the contin- 
gent additions thereto hereinafter provided : 

Sergeant majors of cavalry, artillery, and infantry, twenty-three 
dollars ; quartermaster > of cavulry, artillery, and infantry, 
twenty-three dollars ; chief trumpeters of cavalry, twenty-two dol- 
lars ; oO musicians of artillery and infantry, twenty-two 
dollars; dler sergeants of cavalry, twenfy-two dollars; first 
sergeants of cavalry, artillery and intantry, twenty-two dollars; 
sergeants of cavalry, urtillery, and infantry, seventeen dollars ; 
corporals of cavalry and /ight artillery, fifteen dollars ; corporals of 
artillery and infantry, fifteen dollars; saddiers of cavalry, fifteen 
dollars ; blacksmiths and far: iers of cavalry, fifteen dollars; trump. 
eters of cavalry, thirteen dollars; musicians of artillery and in- 
fantry, thirteen dollars; privates of cavalry, artillery, and infantry, 
thirteen dollars; hospital stewards, first class, thirty dollars ; hos- 
pital stewards, second class, twenty-two dollars; hospital stewards, 
third class, twenty dollars; ordnance surgeons of posts, twenty- 
three dollars; sergeant mejors of engineers, thirty-six dollars ; 
quartermaster sergeants of engineers, thirty-six dollars; sergeants 
of engineers ard ordnance, thirty-four dollars; corporals of engi- 
neers and ordnance, twenty dollars; musicians of engineers, thir- 
teen dollars ; privates (first class) of engineers and ordnance, seven- 
teen dollars; privates (second class) of engineers and ordnance, 
thirteen dollars. 

Sec. 2. Tuat to the rates of pay above established one dollar per 
month shall te added for the third year of enlistment, one dollar 
more per month for the fourth year, and one dollar more per month 
tor the fifth year, making in all three dollars’ increase per month 
for the last year of the first enlistment of each enlisted man named 
in the first section of this act. But this increase shall be considered 
as retained pay, and shall nut be paid to the soldier until his dis- 
charge from the service, and «hall be forteited unless he shall have 
served honestly and faithfully to the date of discharge. And all 
former laws concerning retained pay for privates of the Army are 
hereby rescinded. 

Sec. 3. That all the enlisted men enumerated in the first section 
of this act who have re-enlisted or who shall hereafter re-enlist 
uuder the provisions of the act of August fourth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four, shalt be paid at the zates allowed in the secona sec- 
tion of this act to those serving in the fifth year of their first 
enlistment: Provided, That one dollar per month shall be retained 
from the pay of the re-enlisted men, of whatever grade, named in 
the first section of this act, during the whole period of their re- 
enlistment, to be paid to the soldier on his discharge, but to be 
forfeited unless he shall have served honestly and faithfully to the 
date of di:charge. 

Sec. 4. That enlisted men, now in the service, shali receive the 
rates of pay established in this act, according to the length of their 
service, and nothing contained in this act shall be construed as 
affecting the additional monthly pay allowed for re-cnlistments by 
the act of August fourth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four. 

Sec. 5. That it shall not be obligatory upon the enlisted men of 
the Army to draw their pay at each payment of the troops; and 
that whenever a soldier has several months’ pay due he may be 
paid the whole or a part at his option; but when he draws only a 
part it shall be for the part longest due, leaving the remainder in 
the hands of the Government, for which he shall receive interest at 
the rate of four per centum per aonum: Provided, That whenever 
oa has pay thus — = S a on the muster-roll! of 

is troop or company, i DRO! subject to forfeiture, except 
for desertion. , 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 
Brigadier-General M. C. Meigs, Quarter master-General. 


Promotions in the Quartermaster’s Department.—On 
the 30th of January the President sent the following 
message to the Senate, which was referred to the Mili- 
tary Committee, reported upon favorably February 5, and 
again referred this time to the Judiciary Committee to 
settle the legal question raised : 

To the Senate of the United States : 

I nominate the following named officers of the Quartermaster’s 
Department for promotivna in the Army of the United stater under 
the act of July 28, 1866, and the opinion of the Attorney-General 
of the United States, dated January 22, 1572, copy herewith : ‘Lo 
be assistant quartermaster-general, with the rank of colonel, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel David H. Vinton, deputy quartermaster-generual, 
Julz 28, 1866, to fill an original vacancy; Lieutenant-Colone] 
Edwin B. Babbitt, deputy quartermaster-general, July 28, 1866, to 
fill an original vacancy ; L:cutenant-Colonel Osborn Cross, deputy 
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28, 1866, vice Vinton, promoted; Major Robert Allen, quarter- 
master, July 28, 1866, vice Cross, promoted ; Major James z.. nald- 
son, quartermaster, July 28, 1866, to fill an orignal vacancy ; Major 
Co. qu , July 28, 1866, to fill an original 
vacancy; Major Stewart Van Vleet, quartermaster, July 28, 1866, 
to fill an ori vacancy ; Mejor David H. Rucker, quartermaster, 
July 28, 1 to fillan origina Myr t Major Ralph W. Kirk- 
quartermaster, July 28, 1866, to fill an original vacancy, since 
resigned, but nomination made in order that the official 
and completed; Major John 
C. MeFerrin, quartermaster, July 29, 1866, vice Clary, 
gee Major yers, quartermaster, July 29, 
866, vice Miller, promoted; Major Hyatt C. Ransom, quarter- 
master, July 29, 1866, vice Allen, promoted ; Major Asher R. Eddy, 
uartermaster, July 29, 1866, vice Donaldson, promoted; Major 
ufus Saxton, quartermaster, July 29, 1866, vice Easton, pro- 
moted ; Major Samuel B. Holabird, quartermaster, March 4, 1867, 
vice Mont py ny: romotion was rejected by the Senate 
March 2, 1867; Major Judson D. Bingham, ee Feb- 
ruary 22, 1869, vice Van Vliet, moted; Major Alexander J. 
Perry, quartermaster, Fébruary 22, 1869, vice Kucker, promo‘ed. 
To be quartermaster, with the rank of major: Captain Hyatt C. 
Ravsom, assistant quartermaster, July 28, 1866, vice Miller, pro- 
moted; Captain Asher R. Eddy, assistant quartermaster, July 28, 
1866, vice idson, yromoted ; Captain Rufus Saxton, assistant 
ye July 28, 1866, vice Easton, promoted; Captain 
muel B. Holabird, assistant qnartermaster, July 28, 1866, vice 
Kirkham, promoted ; Captain Judson D. Bingham, assistant quar- 
termaster, July 28, 1866, to fill an original vacancy ; Captain Alex- 
ander Perry, assistant quarterm»ster, July 28, 1866, to fill an 
original vacancy; Captain Henry C. Hodges, assistant quarter- 
master, July 28, 1866, to fill an original vacancy ; Captain John G. 
Chandler, assistant quartermaster, July 28, 1866, to fill an original 
vacancy; Captain Robert O. Tyler, assistant quartermaster, July 
28, 1866, to fill an original vacancy; Captain William Moore, assist- 
ant quartermaster, July 28, 1866, to all an original vacancy ; Cap- 
tain Charles G. Sawielle, assistant quartermaster, July 28, 1866, to 
fill an original vacancy; Captain Charles W. Thomas, assis ant 
a, July 29, 1866. vice McFerrin, promoted; Captain 
ames Dana, assistant quartermaster, July 29 1866, vice Myers, 
promoted ; Captain Warren Lathrop, assistant quartermaster, July 
29, 1866, vice nsom, p ted, since d d, but the nomina- 
tion was made in order that the official record may stand corrected 
and completed; Captain Herbert Enos, assistant quarter- 
master, July 29, 1866, vice Eddy, gg Captain Elisha E. 
Camp, assistant quartermaster, July 29, 1866, vice Caxton, pro- 
moted, since deceased, but the nomination was made in order that 
the otlicial record may stand corrected and completed; Captain 
Benjamin C. Card, assistant quartermaster, March 4, 1867, vice 
Holabird, promoted ; Captain Joseph A. Potter, assistant quarter- 
master, February 22, 1869, vice Bingham, promoted; Captain 
Charles H. Tompkins, assistant quartermaster, February 22, 1869, 
vice Perry, promoted. 
A dispatch to the Herald says: “‘ These nominations pur- 
port to be made in pursuance of the act of July 28, 1866, 
and the late opinion of Attorney General Williams as to 
the rule of promotion in the Quartermaster’s Department 
fixed by existing law. The act of July 28, 1866, which 
greatly enlarged and changed the organization of the 
regular Army, allowed in the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment six colonels, ten lieutenant-colonels and fifteen 
majors. This made three vacant colonelcies, six vacant 
lieutenant-colonelcies and four vacant majorities to be 
filled under the law as it stood then, and, as the Attor- 
ney-General decides, it stands now. These appointmerrts 
and those to vacancies which subsequently occurred were 
made by selection instead of by seniority, and a few 
weeks ago some of the overslaughed officers, among them 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fred Myers and Major Rufus Sax- 
ton, petitioned the Senate for a reconsideration of the 
action in confirming the illegal promotions aud pointed 
out the Jaw governing the subject. A copy of the memo- 
rial having been referred to the Attorney-General by the 
War Department, he lately decided that the vacancies 
created by act of July 28, 1866, were to be filled by seni- 
ority according to law and not as the President and the 
Senate might choose to fill them. Actiug on this opin- 
ion the President sent in the nominations referred to. 
The mistake, it is added “was un innocent one on the 
part of these officials, the latter only being anxious to 
put the most deserving officers in the highest places, in 
accordance with the understood intention of Congress to 
open rewards to that class by increasing the standing 
Army in time of peace, while the Secretary probably for- 
got all about the ancient law of promotion till it was too 
lete. The prevailing sentiment in the Senate is that 
these innocently unlawful office-holders should not now 
be stripped of their rank.” 











DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 


Colonel H. W Emory, Commanding : Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 
Major Asher R. Eddy, quartermaster U. S. Army, 
having reported at these headquarters, in compliance 
with paragraph 1, Special Orders No 16, War Depart- 
ment, Adjutant-General’s office, January 19, assumed 
February 3 the duties of chief quartermaster of this de- 
partment, relieving Major James Belger. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 


Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan : Chicago, Il. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 

Major-General W. S. Hancock: Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 
Twenticth Infantry.—The following officers of this 
regiment have been detailed for a General Court-mar- 
tial appointed to meet at Fort Ripley, Minn., February 
7: Captains William Fletcher and W. S. McCaskey, 
First Lieutenant J. A. Manley, and Second Lieutenants 
W. H. Hamner and Herbert Cushman. First Lieuten- 
ant 8S. E. Carncross, judge-advocate. 

Fort Randall, D. T.—A General Court-martial met at 
Fort Randall, D.T., February 21. Detail for the court: 
Lieutenant-Colonel FE. S. Otis, Captains De W. C. Poole 
and G. H. Cram, First Lieutenants L. D. Adair, M. E. 
Hogan and L. E. Campbell, Second Lieutenants W. J. 
Campbell and F. L. Davies—all of the Twenty-second 
Infantry. First Lieutenant T. H. Fisher, Twenty- 


uartermaster-general, July 28, 1866, to fill an original vacaocy;| second Infantry, judge-advocate. The General Court- 


ieutevant Colonel Robert E. Clary, deputy quartermaster-generai, 
July 29, 1066, vice Thomas, retired from active service ; Licutenant- 


martial convened at Fort Randall, D. T., by virtue of 


Colonel Morris 8. Miller. deputy quartermaster-general, July 29, | Special Orders No. 249, serie of 187 , from these head- 
1866, vice Crossman, ee active a oy ape deceased, but} quarters, and of which Lieutenant-Colonel E: S. Otis, 
nomination made in order that oificial records may stand corrected | 'Twenty-second Infantry, was president, was dissolved 


and completed; Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Allen, deputy quarter- 
master-general, July 29, 1866, vice Vinton, retired from active ser- 
vice; Lieutenant-Culonel James L. Donaldson, deputy quarter- 
mast July 29, 1866, vice Babbitt, i 


anuary 8. 
Nineteenth Infantry.—A verbal leave of absence for 


from active | ten days was granted by the department commander to 


me eg July 29, 1866, ve - pe th yg ena Captain J. S. Wharton, Nineteenth Infantry, aide-de- 


service ; Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart V: 3 tag 
master-general, February 22, 1867 rt Van. Vien my Bs camp, on the 31st ultimo 
‘general, February 22, 1 ot Tey ow -—- DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
22, 1869, vice Clury, active! prigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, For! Leavenworth. 


master- 
service. Se Se ST seeemasier gaacel, with the soak of 
lieutenant-colonel ; jor Morris 8, Miller, quartermaster, July 


Fort 8il—Miltary Reservation —By authority of the 





President of the United States, and in accordance with 
the instructions of the Secretary of War, dated Januar 
1°, 1872, the military reservation at Fort Sill, L. T., is 
designated as follows: The initial point of the survey 
is the flag-staff. From this point due north two miles 
and four hundred jand forty yards, to a point on the 
northern boundary line of the reservation ; from this 
point due east three miles to the northeast corner; 
thence due south four miles to the southeast corner; 
thence due west nine miles to the southwest corner; 
thence due north four miles to the northwest corner; 
thence due east six miles to the above mentioned point 
om the northern boundary line, to close the boundary, 
The poiuts of the compass mentioned are magnetic. The 
variation of the magnetic needle in June, 1871, was 11 
deg. 22 min. and 30 sec. east. Monumentsof hewn stone 
with cut letters “U. S. M.R.” on the one side, and 
“JT, T.” on the other, mark the corners of the reserva- 
tion; all half-miles are marked by plain posts. The 
reservation contains thirty-six square miles. 

Third Infantr?—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
with permission to apply at headquarters Military Divi- 
sion of the Missouri fur an extension to terminate April 
1, 1872, was granted Second Lieutenant Charles E. 
Campbell February 3. 

Thirteenth Infantry.—The following is the latest roster 
of this regiment. The location of the companies is 
given in the table we publish monthly: Colonei P. R, 
De Trobriand, Fort Fred Steele, W.'T. commanding 
regiment and post; Lieutenant-Colonel Henry A. Mor- 
row, Camp Douglas, U. T., commanding post ; Adjutant, 
Henry C. Pratt; Major Robert S. La Motte, Fort 
Bridger, W. T., commanding post; Quartermaster, 
Gustavus M. Bascom. Captains—Nathan W. Osborne 
(B), Alfred L. Hough (C), Robert Nugent (E), James T. 
McGinniss (1), William M. Waterbury (fF), in com- 
mand of their companies, Camp Douglass, U. T.; Em- 
ory W. Clift (G), Fort Bridger, W. T., commanding com- 
pany ; Fred. E. De Courey (H), Newport Barracks, Ky., 
on general recruiting service; Robert A. Torrey (A), 
Camp Brown, W. T., commanding company and post; 
Arthur McArthur, Jr. (K), Camp Stambaugh, W. T,, 
commanding company ; Seth Bonney (D), Camp Douglas, 
U. T., resignation accepted, to date April 1, 1872. 
First Lieutenants—Philip H. Ellis (8), Camp Douglas, 
U. T., post adjutant; William V. Spencer (K), Camp 
Stambauyh, W. T., resignation tendered ; Benjamin H. 
Rogers (G), Fort Bridger, W. T., post adjutant, acting 
assistant quartermaster, and acting commissary subsist- 
ence; Osceola A. Thompson (D), Springfield, Illinois, on 
general recruiting service; Eugene H. Townsend (C), 
Camp Douglas, U. T., on special duty with Company B; 
William Auman (F), Camp Douglas, U. T., om special 
duty commanding Company D; John B. Guthrie, Jr. 
(A), Camp Brown, W. T., acting assistaut quartermaster 
and acting commissary subsistence; Harry G. Caven- 
aagh (E), Camp Douglas, U. T., acting assistant quar- 
termaster and and acting commissary subsistence; 
Henry M. McCawley (I), Camp Douglas, U. T., with 
company ; Jesse C. Chance (H), Camp Douglas, U. 'T., 
on detached service at Fort Fred Steele, W.T. Second 
Lieutenants—John S. Bishop (G), Fort Bridger, W. T., 
with company ; William W. Wood (F), Camp Douglas, 
U. T., with company; Patrick Fitzpatrick, awaiting 
action of Retiring Board ; John L. Graham (H), Camp 
Douglas, U. T., commarding company; James For- 
nance (C), Camp Douglas, U. T., with company. Caseual- 
ties since last roster: died—Captain Charles H. Whittel- 
sey, at Fort Bridger, W. T., October 18, 1871, of disease ; 
resigned—First Lieutenant Douglass Pope, to date Ocv- 
tober 10, 1871. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Brigidier-General E. O. C. Ord: Headquarlers, Omaha, Neb. 


Omaha Barracks—A General Court-martial was 
ordered to mieet at Omaha Barracks, Nebraska, Yebra- 
ary 9. Detail for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel Albert 
G. Brackett and Major Nelson B. Sweitzer, Second Cav- 
alry ; Captain William H. Jordan, Ninth Infantry ; Cap- 
tain John Mix, Second Cavalry; First Lieutenant 
Thaddeus H. Capron and Second Lieutenant Hayden 
De Lany, Ninth Infantry ; Second Lieutenant Frank E. 
Nye, Second Cavalry. Second Lieutenant John H. 
Coale, Ninth Infantry, jud ge-advocate. 


DEPARTMENT-OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-General C. C. Augur: Headquarters San Antonio, Texas. 


Twenty-fourth Infantry .—The following is a roster of 
the commissioned officers of this regiment. "Where not 
otherwise specified, the company officers are on duty with 
their companies, which are located as specified in the 
table of Army stations published January 27: Colonel 
Abner Doubleday, Fort McKavett, Texas, commandirg 
regiment and post; Lieutenant-Colonel, William F. 
Shafter; Major, Henry C. Merriam, Fort McKavet’, 
Texas, commanding infantry battalion; Chaplain, Johu 
N. Schultz (staff). Captains—Andrew Sheridan (B) ; 
Frank W. Perry (K), Fort Duncan, Texas, in suspen- 
sion; Henry C. Corbin (C); Charles N. W. Cunnins- 
ham (D); Charles C. Hood (F); John W. Clous (E); Jolin 
C. Gilmore (H), Nashville, Tennessee, on recruiting rer- 
vice; Lewis Johnson (G); Fred. M. Crandal (A), on leave 
of absence ; Samuel E. Armstrong (1), absent sick. First 
Lieutenants—James N. Morgan (G); John B Nixcn 
(staff), regimentul quartermaster; Edward Donovan 
(staff), regimental adjutant; Robert Neely (H), on leave 
of absence; Thomas E. Merritt (K), Fort Duncan, Tex- 
as, commanding detachment recruits; John Milton 
Thompson, (I), commanding company; George E. Albee 
(C), San Antonio, Texas, aide-de-camp to commanding 
general Department of Texas; Alfred CU. Markley (D); 
Eiward C. Henshaw (E), acting commissary subsistence ; 
Helenus Dodt (A), commanding company; Bethel M. 
Custer (F), Fort Davis, Texas, acting assistant quarter- 
master; Mirand W. Saxton (B), Fort Quitman, Texas, 
acting assistant quartermaster. Second Lieutenants— 
William F. Gardner (A); Henry F. Leggett (K), com- 
manding company; John L. Bullis (D), Fort McKavett, 








Texas, with Company E; vacant, B, CO, E, F, G, H, I. 
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MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General Geo. G. Meade: H'dq'ri'rs, Philadelphia, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
Brigadier-General Irvin McDowell: Headquarters, New York. 


By direction of this department, post commanders 
will, hereafter, when service is made of a writ of habeas 
corpus, issued in behalf of a person in the military ser- 
vice under their command, forthwith notify these head- 
quarters—by telegraph if there is not sufficient time to 
communicate by mail—reporting from what court the 
writ has been issued. 


The following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East for the week ending February 
13, 1872: First Lieutenant A. G. Forse, First Cavalry ; 
Post Chaplain E. B. Tuttle, U. 8S. Army; First Lieuten- 
ant C. 8S. Roberts, Seventeenth Infautry ; Second Lieu- 
tenant C. C. Woicott, Third Artillery; First Lieutenant 
M. Moylan, Seventh Cavalry; Captuin W. P. Huxford, 
U. S. Army; First Lieutenant J. B. Burbank, 
Third Artillery; Second Lieutenant H. W. Hubbell, 
Jr., First Artillery. 


First Aritillery—Senator Carpenter's bill to author- 
ize the transfer of Alonzo E. Miltimore, first lieutenant 
of the First Artillery, to the Department of Subsistence, 
with the rank of captain, has been reported back from 
the Military Committee, and indefinitely postponed. 
First Lieutenant Asa Bird Gardner was ordered Febru- 
ary 8 to Washington, D. C., to report to the Adjutant- 
General of the Army for temporary special duty. 


Fifth Artillery.—Leave of absence for thirty days was 
granted Captain H. A. Dupont, February 10. 


West Point—General C. M. Orders No. 2, War Depart- 
ment, Adjutant-General’s oftice, Washington, February 
2, 1872, announce that, before a General Court-martial 
which convened at "Vest Point, New York, January 5, 
1872, and of which Major Henry C. Hodges, quarter- 
master, is president, Private Denis Haley, U. 8. Mili- 
tary Academy detachment of cavalry, was tried and ac- 
quitted on the charge of “ violation of the Forty-sixth 
Article of War,” in deserting his post as sentinel. 


Private Henry Doharty United States Military Academy |. 


deiachment of cavalry, was found guilty of desertion, 
and sentenced “to forfeit to the United States all pay 
and allowances due or to become due to him, except the 
just dues of his laundress, and to be confined at hard 
labor in charge of the guard for six months, and to wear 
during that time a 24-pound shot attached to his left 
leg by a chain six feet long, and at the end of that time 
to be indelibly marked on the left hip with the letter 
‘D, and to be drummed out of the service.” The Presi- 
dent remits so much of the sentence as directs the in- 
delible marking of the prisoner. Private Clinton L. 
Charles, U. S. Military Academy detachment of cav- 
alry, pleaded guilty to the charges of “ desertion” and 
“theft, to the prejudice of good order and military dis- 
cipline,” was found guilty, and sentenced “to be con- 
fined at hard labor in such a penitentiary as the Hon. 
Secretary of War may designate for three months, to 
forfeit to the United States all pay and allowances due 
or to become due to him, and at the expiration of that 
time to be dishonorably discharged the service.” Pri- 
vate George W. Graham, U. S. Military Academy de- 
tachment of cavalry, pleaded guilty to the same charges, 
was found guilty, and received the same sentence. ‘I'he 
Secretary of War, in reviewing the findings of the 
court, says : 

In the cases of Privates Clinton L. Charles and Geerge W. Gra- 
ham, U.S. Military Academy detachment of cavalry, the written 
statements submitted by the accused are contradictory of their 
pleas of “ guilty.” The court should have regarded these state- 
ments as neutralizing the effect of their pleas, and should have had 
the accused instructed as to their legal rights, and advised to 
change their pleas with a view to the hearing of testimony. It not 
unfrequently happens that soldiers do not understand the legal 
difference between absence without leave and desertion, or are 
wholly unable to discriminate as to the grade of their offences, as 
determined by their motives. They thus sometimes ignorantly 
plead guilty, and are sentenced for crimes of which they may be 
actually innocent. The proceedings, findings, and sentences are 
disapproved, The accused will both be returned to duty. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE LAKES. 
Brigadier-General P. St. G. Cooke: Headquarters, Detroit, Mich. 


Fort Wayne, Mich.—The General Court-martial of 
which Captain R. H. Offley, First Infantry, is president, 
was dissolved January 29. 








From a report recently made by the Commissioner of 
the Pension Bureau, it appears that 527,654 soldiers 
served during the war of 1812, of whom 63,179 served 
twelves months or more, 63,325 six months or more, 125,- 
643 three months or more, 125,307 one month or more, 
and 147,200 less than one month. 181,000 bounty land 
warrants were issued to these soldiers, and 82,190 to 
their widows. 11,720 pensions have been granted them 
under the acts of 1871, and 33,841 applications for pen- 
sions received, which will, it is estimated, increase the 
number of pensions granted to nearly 22,000, or, with 
those who have yet to apply, 25,000. 








Tuer Army bill reported on Wednesday, February 14, 
appropriates $29,548,797. Of this amount $12,000,000 
are for pay of the Army and the payment of discharged 
soldiers; $120,000 for sea coast, cannon and carriages 
ete.; $150,000 for manufacture of arms at the National 


Armory. 


Joun L. Burns, of Gettysburg, known as_ the 
“Hero of Gettysburg,” died on Sunday morning, Feb- 
tuary 4, in the seventy-eighth year of his age. He was 
in indigent circumstances, depending on daily labor for 
support. After the battle in which he volunteered he 
received frequent and generous gifts of money, which he 
carefully husbanded and finally invested in a small farm 
in Mount Pleasant Township, worth about $1,800. Con- 
gress, by special act, ordered his name to be enrolled on 
the pension list. He also received from the State of 








Pennsylvania » pension for services in the war of 1812, 


MILITARY ORDER, LOYAL LEGION U. 8. 
HEADQUARTERS COMMANDERY OF THE STATE 
OF MASSACHUSETTS, BosToN, Feb. 8, 1872. 

AT a stated meeting of this Commandery held at the 
Parker House, School street, on Wednesday evening, 
February 7, the following-named candidates were duly 
elected companions of the Order of the Frst Class : 

Assistant Surgeon Isaac H. Hazelton, late United 
States Navy, Boston; Acting Master James S. Dilling- 
ham, Jr., late United States Navy, Boston ; Major George 
B. Twitchell, late jsurgeon United States Volunteers, 
chief medical director, Sixth division, Seventeenth Army 
Corps, Department of Tennessee, Keene, New Hamp- 
shire ; Brevet Major John A. Fox, late first lieutenant 
and adjutant Second Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, 
Boston; Second Lieutenant John H. Robinson, late 
Forty-fifth Massachussetts Volunteer Infantry, Boston; 
Brevet Colonel Samuel P. Lee, major United States 
Army, retired, Hartford, Conn., First Lieutenant Jossph 
A. Ingalls, late regimental quartermaster Eighth Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteer Infantry, Swampscott, Mass. 

JAs. B. BELL, Recorder, 
No. 12 Old State House. 








A TELEGRAM from Madrid states that King Amadeus 
has placed at the disposal of the Empress Eugenie, for 
the Prince Imperial, a commission of lieutenant of in- 
fantry in the Spanish army. 


THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Jovrnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels. 











VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


THE House Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds has agreed to recommend an appropriation of 
$20,000 to erect a statue of the late Admiral Farragat, 
and to be placed in Farragut Square, Washington. 


THE side-wheel steamer Powhatan, fitting out at Phil- 
adelphia, will be ready for sea, if the weather continues 
favorable, by March 10. The iron-clad Ajaz has been 
docked, and a hurricane deck has been put on the 
Canonicus. 


THE House Committee on Naval Affairs having agreed 
to report a bill for the construction of ten iron-clad 
steamships, at a cost of $3,000,000, Secretary Robeson 
and General Butler appeared before the Committee on 
Appropriations Feb. 14, and urged the necessary appro- 
tions. 


A BILt for the relief of Paymaster George F. Cutter, 
now before the Senate Committee on Naval Affairs, au- 
thorizes the accounting officers of the Treasury Depart- 
ment to credit George F. Cutter, paymaster in the Uni- 
ted States Navy, with the sum of $254 in coin, stolen 
from him on board the ship Piscatagua, in the harbor of 
Yokohama, Japan, in September, 1868. 


Senator Cragin has introduced a bill fixing the pay 
of certain rear-admirals on the retired list of the Navy. 
It provides that after June 3J, 1870, rear-admirals who 
were retired as captains, when the highest grade in the 
Navy was captain, at the age of sixty-two years, or af- 
ter torty-five years’ service, and who were afterward 
promoted to the grade of rear-admiral and performed 
the duties of that grade in time of war, shall receive 
the pay of retired rear-admirals, when not on duty. 


Lieutenant Henry Clay Cochrane, of the U. S, Marine 
Corps, recently delivered a lecture in Fulton Hall, 
Chester, Pennsylvania, which proved a great success. 
His subject, “ A Cruise in the Jamestown, or Three Years 
in the Pacific Ocean,” was, a correspondent informs us, 
so ably handled and copiously illustrated with charts, 
paintings, and curiosities from his large Polynesian cabi- 
net, that the attention of the audience was enchained for 
two hours and a half, an achievement which few lecturers 
can boast of. 

WE regret to learn of the death, at the U.S. Consulate 
at Spezia, Italy, on the 14th of January, of Mrs. Wm. T. 
Rice, the wife of our Consul at that place. This will be 
an item of sad interest to the officers of our Navy, and 
especially to those who have visited Spezia and enjoyed 
the kind hospitality of the accomplished hostess of that 
Consulate. Her husband will have the warmest sympa- 
thy of all the officers of the service, and especially of 
those who went up the straits with Goldsborough in 
1865, 1866, and 1867, and who recall the pleasure it gave 
them to be permitted to visit that pleasant home at 
Spezia which is now so desolate. 


Mr. Dawes has introduced in the House of Represent- 
atives a bill to subsidize a line of ten steamships to 
carry passengers and mails to European ports. The ves- 
sels are to be of 3,000 tons burden each, and to he built 
in such manner as to be readily convertible into ships of 
war in case the Government desires to make use of 
them. They are to have a guasi naval character while 
engaged in the merchant service, the Secretary of the 


cers to serve on each vessel. It isalso provided that the 
rules for the government of the crews shall be those 
of the United States Navy. 


Mr. Becx presented in the House, Feb, 14, a resolu- 





tion calling upon the Seoretary of the Navy for infor- 


Navy being empowered by the bill to detail three offi- $ 


States had been sol ent since June 
18, 1866, and the disposition of the proceeds. The reso- 
lution was passed. Mr. Beck has been frequently assert- 
ing that these sales amount to hundreds of millions; 
that they included several iron-clads, and other equally 
extrav: t statements. The facts, as concisely stated 
by Mr. Sargent, are, that under the present administra- 
tion less than $1,000,000 have been realized by these 
sales, and none of this money has been spent. The pre- 
cise figures of the sales are—Bureau of Construction and ~ 
Repair, $456,777; steam machinery, $97,325.25; ord- 
nance, $150,738.69; equipment, $216,855.36. Total, 
$927,696.55. 


IN order that the younger officers of the Navy may be 
afforded, as far us possible, every opportunity to acquire 
a fair’ average of service on board of the vessels best 
adapted to give them professional experience, the 
Secretary of the Navy has issued an order to the 
commander-in-chief of the Asiatic squadron, directing 
that as few of the younger officers of the Navy be 
assigned to the sidewheel steamers as will properly 
serve their purposes, and this period of service be lim- 
ited on board the Monocacy and Ashuelot to one year, 
or as far as possible to that time. Similar orders will 
also be issued to other commanders of squadrons. 


Tue Secretary of the Navy has transmitted to Mr. 
Cragin, chairman of the Senate Committee en Naval Af. 
fairs, the report of the president of the board appointed 
by him in accordance with the act of Congress in 1866, 
in response to the complaints of such officers as deem 
themselves unjustly passed over by the toard. The 
president of the board says they took each case accordinz 
to rank and seniority, and carefully examined the state- 
ments and record submitted by each officer, and also the 
record of service copied from the files. After duly con- 
sidering the claims of the forty-four cases, the names of 
sixteen officers were recommended for advancement. 
The board do not agree with those officers who, in their 
pleas for redress, base them on wounded honor. The in- 
tent of the law was to promote those who were most for- 
tunate in availing themselves of the opportunity for dis- 
tiuction without reflecting on those officers who were 
rang over in the selection made by the Secretary of the 

avy. 


mation as to what ee 4 belonging to the United 
that Departm 


REAR-ADMIRAL THORNTON A. JENKINS hag received 
his final orders to command the Asiatic fleet, and will 
leave by the steamer the Ist of March. We trust that 
the Admiral will be eminently successful in his new 
command, and will win for himself a reputation in this 
field like that of Perry, who, as a recent writer well 
says, “conquered an old, haughty, hostile empire not 
with sword and fire, but by the power of educated in- 
telligence and Christian humanity.” We especially 
hope that Admiral Jenkins will be able to place us in 
better relations with Corea, to whom, it may be found, 
we owe apologies as well as punishment. <A writer in 
the Galaxy for March gives some facts in regard to 
these Coreans, and the spirit in which they have been 
met by foreigners, which goes far to explain their treat- 
ment of the recent expedition. In an instance cited by 
this author a lot of freebooting Americans and Germans, 
headed by a French priest, made an expedition to the 
tomb of the late king of Corea, and endeavored to carry 
off his body so that they might fill their purses by levy- 
ing tribute on that most sacred of Corean and Chin«se 
sentiments, the reverence for the persons of sovereigns, 
and for the remains of the dead. The rascally expedi- 
tion fortunately failed, but it must have given ih> 
Coreans ideas of the possibilities of foreign aggression 
which it will take much wise diplomacy to remove. The 
true field for American’ diplomacy is the East, and no 
nuval officer need ask for a better command than that of 
the Asiatic fleet. 


Mr. HAte, of Maine, in reporting the annual Naval 
Appropriation bill to the House on Tuesday (Feb. 13th) 
made a strong argument in favor of the immediate con- 
struction of new vessels as a measure of economy. He 
showed that the amount spent annually for repairing 
old ships that are barely kept afloat would in five years 
construct a new navy of respectable size and character, 
and that if this were done the annual expenses of the 
department would be decreased nearly five millions 
of dollars. He thought the Secretary of the Navy had 
exercised good judgment and economy, but as Congress 
had failed to give him authority to build new vessels he 
was obliged to spend enormous sums to keep a portion 
of the old ones in repair. For instance, $745,000 had 
been spent on the Pensacola, $528,000 on the Brooklyn, 
and nearly $450,000 on the Lackawanna. Mr. Hale di- 
vided the vessels of the Navy into the following four 
classes :’ First, those now at sea, numbering thirty-six ; 
Second, vessels at the various Navy-yards ready for im- 
mediate use, of which there are fourteen ; Third, vessels 
that would be worth repairing in case of an emergency 
and which probably could be repaired at a less cost than 
it would require to construct new ones; this class num.- 
bers twenty-four, including six on the stocks; Fourth, 
forty-six vessels which are altogether useless, and would, 
under no circumstances be worth repairing. The re- 
mainder of the 179 vessels on the Naval Register are 
store-ships, transports, receiving-ships, etc. Mr. Hale 
thought it would be good economy to sell at once all 
the ships of the third and fourth classes. As an illus- 
tration of the inferiority of the vessels built a 
war, he said that the four best ships now in the Navy 
are the Colorado, the Franklin, the hu nd, and the 
Portsmouth, every one of which was built prior to 1860. 
The Chief Engineer of the Navy has made the following 
estimate of the cost of repairing the vessels named be~ 
low: Minnesota, $25,000; Franklin, $90,000; Tennessee, 
225,000; Benicia, $65,000 ; Juniata, $85,000 ; Mononga- 


"$140,000; Ossipee, $85,000; Kearsarge, $145,000 ; 
yo aay $90,000 ; ‘Dakota, $250,000. 


Tue China Mail, in noticing the appointment of Cap. 





tain Daniel Ammen to pede, Bureau of Navi. 
gation, says; “ Coptain Ammen is ong of the most scien. 
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tific officers in the American Navy, and his well-deserv- 
ed promotion will be a source of gratification to the many 
friends he acquired during his service in the China 
squadron.” 

THE United States Coast Survey steamer Bibb, Cup- 
tain Platt, — oe eee poke *" as a 

from est, and sai e in the 
divection "1 Cups San Antonio, there to commence the 
task of sou’ and surveying for a route for the sub- 
marine cable to be laid between that cape and Yucatan. 
A vessel has been chartered at Key West to take a cargo 
of coal to the Cape, intended for the consumption of 
the Bibb. 

THE Naval board for the examination of officers for 
promotion and retirement has been ordered to Anna- 
polis, as a court-martial, to try Commodore Stevens, of 
the Guerriere, on charges growing out of the disaster 
which occurred to that vessel some months ago in the 
Mediterranean Sea. Rear-Admiral Goldsborough has 
been designated president of the court. The trial com- 
menced Monday, February 12, at the Naval Academy. 


In noticing the death of Captain —_, captain of the 
Bombay, which ran into and sank the /daho in Yedo Bay, 
the Overland China Mail says of him: “Captain Eyre 
suffered much mental agony during the brief space of 
time that hag elapsed since the sad calamity befell him, 
and a kinder judgment has been passed as to his alleged 
culpability. He was a seaman, had lived an hon- 
enable life, and was hig ly esteemed by the great cor- 
poration whose officer he was.” 

The North China Mail of November 12, 1871, no- 
tices the visit of the officers of the U.S. steamer Monoca- 
cy to a Chinese official, Tseng-kwo-fau, who was sent to 
inspect the Kiauguan Arsenal. The Monocacy anchored 
o te the arsenal and as her passengers went over the 

e into the launch a salute was fired. Among those 
who landed were, the United States, German and Span- 
ish Consuls, with their interpreters, also Captains Kim- 
berly and McCrea, of the Benicia and Monocacy. 


Tue following is the text of Senator Cragin’s bill 
fixing the rank of professors of mathematics in the 
United States Navy: “ Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That the ninth section of the 
naval appropriation bill, approved March 3, 1871, be 
amended by inserting, after the clause relating to the 
chaplains, the following clause: There shall be three 
qooleness of mathematics, who shall shall have the rela- 
tive rank of captain; four that of commander; and five 
that of lieutenant-commander or lieutenant.” 

THovuGuH the German expedition across the Atlantic is 
deferred, and has by the settlement of the Brazilian 
quarrel lost its primary purpose, the project to parade 
the German flag in foreign climes is by no means aban- 
doned. German papers explain the reason for the sud- 
den countermand to be mainly one of financial expedi- 
ency. The government found that the expedition could 
not be undertaken for less than two millions of thalers, 
which it cannot well at present, and which it would 
be inconvenient to tack on the Budget. Writing imme- 
diately before the issue of the revocation, the Correspon- 
dance de Berlin, which is edited in the Prussian Foreign 
Office, thus characterizes the object of the expedition: 
“ This is to be a training expedition in a grand style, in- 
tended, indeed, not merely to provide practice for the 
men and officers, but chiefly to introduce the German 
Empire as a naval power among States, and principally 
among States which, in consequence of their distance 
from Europe, have no other test whereby to judge of the 
power of a European State, but the number and calibre 
of guns coming before their eyes under its flag. The ex- 

ition is th refore to be, so to speak, a demonstration, 
not a demonstration against any individual State, but 
one that will benefit the transatlantic commerce of Ger- 
many and Germans residing out of Europe. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Herald on board the United 
States ship Shenandoah off Villa Franca, France, Jan. 
19, gives an account of a race which recently came off in 
that harbor between the cutters of the U.S. ships Brooklyn 
and Shenandoah. The challenge came from the Brooklyn. 
A purse was made up which, by the contributions of 
nearly all the men, in sums ranging from five to forty 
francs, reached the aggregate of 4,600 francs. The ele- 
ment of contagion wus so infectious that one of the 
bumboat who comes alongside with provisions for the 
men, embarked twenty francs in the enterprise, and was, 
of course, loudly applauded for her generous sympathy. 
Midshipmen Holliday and Jacoby—the former of the 
Brooklyn, the latter of the Shenandoah—arranged the 

placing of the buoys, terms of the race, day, 
time of starting and the general essential preliminaries. 
The course was to be a straight one, of about one and 
three-quarter miles, ending nearly opposite the Wachu- 
sett, requiring the rival boats to pass the flagship Wabash, 
the Shenandoah, the Plymouth and the Juniata in their 
course, before tossing at the winning buoy. Each boat 
had its starting and finishing point, so that fouling was 
out fof the question. Ensign Sumner C. Paine was 


appointed umpire. The day was a wretched one. The 
wind was blowing a moderate gale from the eastward 
outside, and had drivex several smal] eraft—among the 


rest a little English brig, with her maintopmast carried 
away—to seek shelter in the harbor among the shipping. 
The rain was pelting and driving down in the most dis- 
orderly and distracted manner. The water was much 
too broken and confuse for fast time, and there was a 
drift of at least a quarter of a knot, even in the well 
sheltered harbor of Villa Franca. It was hoped to 
avoid some of the wind and to get into a trifle smoother 
water, close under the high land which skirts the east- 
ern shore of the bay, so the course was laid from under 
the lee of Point Mala and along its attachments to nearly 
the bottom of the harbor—a distance, as before stated, of 
about one and three-quarter miles. The Shenandoah's 
cutter is of regular man-of-war build; length, 28 feet 
11 inches; breadth of beam, 7 feet; draught of water 
aft, with crew, 12} inches, weighing about 1,900 pounds, 
The names of her racing crew are as follows :—James 


Onfield, George Lane, William Hornkeith, Edward Sey- 
mour, Edward Anderson, Frank Upton, Thomas N. 
Stewart, Samuel Burns, James Mooney, Robert Martin, 
Patrick Conway, Edward W. Watson. The boat was 
coxwained by John Maguire, seaman. The Brooklyn’s 
cutter is higher out of the water, having a false gun- 
wale of oak, and in her motion shows a dangerous buoy- 
ancy. In length she is 30 feet; breadth of beam, 7 feet ; 
draught of water, 14 inches aft; weight, about 2,200 
unds. The names of her racing crew are as follows: 
ames McCarty, Andrew Kinnefink, John T. Williams, 
John Green, Thomas Clement, James Ward, Morris 
Shain, Robert Connell, Joseph Gannion, William 8. 
Jones, David Creemen, and William Kline. The boat 
was coxswained by John Kelly, seaman. There was 
some apprehension on the part of the contestants that 
the rain would prevent the race, but at five minutes be- 
fore four o’clock, P. M., the Brooklyn’s cutter was observed 
in tow of her steam launch, just rounding under the 
bows of the Juniata, standing out to the buoys. The 
launch of the Wabash gave a line to the Shenandoah’s 
cutter, and she started in company with the first. On 
reaching the buoys the toss for the choice was won by 
the Shenandoah, who selected the inside one nearest the 
shore. The arrangements had been so satisfactorily 
made that at once the boats were got into position, and 
almost immediately they got away at 4h. 15m. 10s., 


From the word “go” the race bid fair to be a 
good one as to pluck and muscle. Fast time was 
out of the question, and the victory and prize 
were to the best bellows and quickest stroke. The 
latter was tremendous and led off with forty-three to 
the minute, increasing to forty-four and at times to 
forty-five. The Shenandoah’s boat drew almost imper- 
ceptibly ahead, until at one time she was nearly two 
boats’ lengths in advance of her antagonist, and this ad- 
vantage she maintained until nearly in a line with the 
Wabash. The crew of the Shenandoah, who could now 
see tke relative positions of the rival powers, broke out 
in cheers and exclamations loud and long; but they 
were destined to be speedily self-suppressed ; for, as the 
Brooklyn's boat passed the Wabash—perhaps a little be- 
fore—he: coxswain urged the number of strokes to forty- 
eight in the minute, which his crew maintained for 
— four minutes, and which drew his cutter slowly 
ahead, notwithstanding the vigorous efforts of the She- 
nandoah’s cre v, who were pulling a slashing stroke in 
good form of forty-four to the minute, to hold their 
leading place. This advantage and this stroke the 
Brooklyn’s cutter maintained until the finish, which she 
reached and tossed her oars in fine style, winner of the 
race and stake, at 4 hours 30 minutes 30 seconds. Time, 
15 minutes 20 seconds. The Shenandoah’s boat crossed 
the score at 4 hours 31 minutes and accepied her defeat 
in such a manner as the consciousness of having fought 
a hard battle entitled her to. 








NAVAL. EDUCATION. 


TuIs is a subject second to none in importance, whether 
we regard it merely as a professional matter, of interest 
only to naval officers, or in its wider aspect, as a national 
question. 

It has of late occupied the attention of the best minds 
in the navies of the great maritime powers, and the ten- 
dency of the present day is to provide a more careful 
and methodical preliminary course of instruction for 
young officers than has heretofore existed. 

Great Britain, the first naval power in the world, ap- 
preciating the necessity for this, has just added 
another year to the course of instruction for young 
officers, making the primary course of first entry 
into the service of three years’ duration—the first two 
years on board a permanent training ship, and the last 
year on board a sea-going training ship. After this the 
young officers commence their duties as midshipmen in 
the service. 

In the French navy the system is substantially the 
same, two years bei in permanent training 
a and the third in a sea-going training ship. 

e Russian system involves a preliminary training 
of four years, which more nearly resembles our own. 

In this country the four years’ course of the Naval 
Academy, including, as it does, extended cruises in 
training ships, combines all the advantages of the other 
systems, and does awsy with many of their defects. 

This system has been in successful operation for 
twenty years. 

Previous to 1845, young boys who entered the Navy 
had no preliminary training, but were ordered at once 
to sea-going ships, and served afloat as midshipmen for 
five years before promotion. In that year Mr. croft, 
who was Secretary of the Navy, appreciating the neces- 
sity for the establishment of a permanent institution for 
the instruction of midshipmen, founded a naval school 
at Annapolis. 

He considered that, as naval officers were resenta- 
tives of their country in all parts of the world, agents 
of her policy, and guardians of her commerce, they 
should have the opportunity to make themselves as dis- 
tinguished for culture as they have been for gallant 
conduct. Those who entered the service after this were 
attached to the Naval School, subject to the exigencies 
of the service. 

In 1850 the Naval School was erected into the United 
States Naval Academy, under a revised code of a- 
tions, prepared by a board consisting of some of the 
most intelligent and cultivated officers of the Navy. In 
the following year the present four years’ course was 
adopted, the class entering in 1851 being the first to en- 
joy the privileges of the new system. ‘The senior gradu- 
ate of this class is now number seventy on the list of 
commanders. 

There have been many changes and improvements in 
the course of education and training, which are the 
natural result of experience and increased knowledge 
of the necessities and capabilities of the system. Doubt- 





less there are many more changes of routine and im- 


with as fair and even a start as was ever witnessed. . gu 


provements in facilities which would prove beneficial, 
and which will be made from time to time, as they be- 

come apparent. 

There has been an opinion expressed in some quarters 

that the present system is not calculated to develop the 

average midshipman into a thoroughly efticient officer, 

and that the graduates of the Academy, as a rule, are 

below the standard of efficiency as watch officers, and do 

not seem likely to improve in that respect. 

To correct this great evil, it has been proposed to par- 

tially return to the old order of things, and to so modify 

the present system as to send young boys not exceeding 

fifteen years of age to sea for two years before entering 
the Academy. 

From the old school the sentiment has found expres- 
sion, that a great change is rapidly coming over the ser- 
vice, and that a difference in efficiency and bearing ex- 
ists between the old and the new schools, which is attri- 
buted to the complete change made within the last 
twenty years. 

This change has not been local; it has not been alone 
in the system of education and training. The other cir- 
cumstances of life at sea have changed considerably in 
the last twenty years; andit is reasonable to expect that 
these should necessitate a change in the preliminary 
training of officers. 

It is not merely that our materiel, whether in ships or 
ns, steam engines or canvas, has changed; it is not 
only that our materiel has become far more complicated. 
If that alone were the case, the system of a former age 
might supply the wants of the present; but the change 
whose bearing is of the most importance is that, while 
formerly the conduct of ships at sea, their discipline, 
and the handling of their materiel generally, was based 
on the experience obtained in the practice of individual 
lives from early years, and on an acquaintance with ex- 
ternal phenomena and internal details, which were not 
reduced to laws or elevated into systems, now we possess 
rules and laws which greatly reduce the value, if they 
— not quite supersede the practical experience of a single 
life. 

In every one of the varied practical duties of a sea 
officer this is the case, whether in navigation or disci- 
pline, in ordnance or in mapeuvring; and this consti- 
tutes the great change to be ¢ onsidered. 

The prugress and inventions of the last twenty years 
have tended materially to methodize the practice of navi- 
gation and the management of ships. When well-defined 
laws and systems exist, why let the details which they 
include be painfully and only partially acquired by ex- 
perience, instead of methodically teaching the principles 
on which they are based? Such a course not only in- 
volves a great waste of precious time, but also burdens 
the mind with ill-asserted facts; the opposite course 
educates while it instructs and enlarges the mind to re- 
ceive much more knowledge, as well as, actually, many 
more facts. There must be method ip the system of 
education, and not too much left to accident, and to the 
individual and often ill-directed, efforts of those who 
have never been taught to study. 

It is not customary now, to make such long passages, 
or to keep the sea so long as in former days. At present, 
ships as a rule move to sea on short trips, or remain 
long in harbor, and the opportunities for constantly 
learning the management of ships under sail by observa- 
tion are not so great. The very branch of knowledge 
which the old system is supposed to favor, viz., sea- 
manship, is the one for which proper teaching is most 
wanted ; and the practice of seamanship must be the 
subject of systematic teaching, as well as other 
branches. 

The opportunities for instruction on board well-regu- 
lated ships, have diminished during the last twenty 
years, while the subjects of study in the profession have 
increased. The opportunities for systematic teaching 
are few, and those of observation and experience, such 
as the management of ships under sail, are less frequent. 
It is difficult to carry out the most limited programme of 
study, in consequence of the loss of time and opportuni- 
ty which the conflicting duties of a sea-going ship occa- 
sion. The whole time is, as it were, cut up by the com- 
mon duties of the ship. 

By sending officers to sea so young and without pre- 
vious training, most of the practical incidents of naval 
life falling under their notice, would be lost to them for 
the want of due —— Their practical training 





would suffer at the same time that they felt themselves 
unable to cope with many of the questions coming be- 
fore them in the course of their service. 

It is unfair to the commanding officers -to make them 
responsible for boys so very young. They must be 
thrown very early in life into temptation, from which it 
is impossible for those in whose care they are placed to 
entirely protect them. 

It is much better for young boys to be at school than 
to be sent to sea, subject to the evil influences of a sea- 
faring life, and the contaminating influence of seaports. 
A boy’s character cannot be formed so early, and his 
moral training is best accomplished under home influ- 
ence in connection with the discipline of the school mas- 
ter. The education received at the Naval Academy by 
boys entering at the average age of sixteen years is 
not such as to make them less docile or plastic than is 
consistent with their adoption of a profession of hard- 
ship. The habit or mode of thought there formed, is not 
an opposite one to that demanded by the naval career, or 
incompatible with it, nor are its peculiar habits, una- 
voidable privations and occasional hardships such as to 
discourage a reasonable youth. : 
Although the active discipline and practical teaehing 
of the service on board regular sea-going ships, in which 
the early professional life of an officer should be almost 
exclusively passed, appear to leave little or nothing 
desire for the formation of a good seaman and command- 
er, yet the higher naval education required at the pres 
ent day, necessitates different means and opportunities 
of study, and is not by any means of a kind to call for 4 
close and continuous contact with the service afloat. _ 
The idea that the best way to train naval officers, is 
to take them when quite young and make them devote 
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themselves to the details and nothing but the details of 
the profession continually, is a great mistake. It weak- 
ens the desire for knowledge and sel ‘improvement, and 
tends to narrow and circumscribe the idea e” responsi- 


bility for all things coming within their opservation. 


It is a most difficult question how to encourage the 
required amount of theoretical knowledge, without 
throwing the still more important matter of being a 
good practical officer in the background ; the difficulty is 


to combine the two. 


The naval profession is essentially a practical profes- 
sion, skilfulness acquired by* practice is of more use 


than scientific knowledge alone. The scientific man ma 


a great deal of practice he can never have that presence 
of mind, that readiness of expedient, which ant extri- 
cate him from sudden and unexpected difficulties. The 
two qualifications ought certainly to be combined: this 
is the great object in view. One must havea knowledge 
of theoretical principles in order to understand thwir 
practical application, or intelligently appreciate what 
comes under one’s observation. 
The naval officer, then, requires a thorough prelimi- 
nary education. The subjects which come before him 
are almost unlimited, and the more highly educated he 
is the more valuable he will be to his country. The 
proper time to lay the foundation for this is during his 
early years. It is impossible for any man, however dili- 
gent he may be, thoroughly to acquire sound and scien- 
tific knowledge, if he has not early received a thorough 
grounding in elementary principles. Preliminary edu- 
cation should come first and professional training after- 
ward. It is difficult to make the officer stoop to be the 
school boy; therefore it is best to have the school boy 
first and let him get an elementary knowledge of the 
subjects which bear upon his profession, and, above all, 
that discipline of mind which is essential to any further 
development. 
There always has been, and there always will be, tal- 
ented officers who make the most of their time and of 
special and exceptional opportunities ; but the mass must 
be taught in all subjects, and particularly in those ex- 
clusively practical and professional, by systematic train- 


g. 

You can force by degrees on the boy’s mind, if he is at 
a nautical school, the necessary accompaniments which 
will attend him on board ship. You can give him the 
rudiments of the important branches which must be 
the groundwork of his education, including seaman- 


ip. : 

He should have such an education as would enable 
him to understand the elements of the laws by which 
his ship floats, and moves, and is guided; such an edu- 
cation as will prepare him to comprehend the simpie 
phenomena and acts of Nature, and such a training as 
will enable him to discharg» efficiently the routine du- 
ties of his profession. 

The naval officer must now be prepared to examine 
many questions which would not have come before him in 
former times. Some must turn their attention to the 
improvement of the matériel of the Navy, others may 
have to assist in carrying on experiments to ascertain 
the relative merits of the various articles of equipment 
proposed, while many may only have to employ that 
which is provided ; but, in any case, a sound knowledge 
of elementary prir:ciples is indispensable. 

Great advantages are now derived from the advanced 
state of the mechanical and physical sciences, by the 
perfection to which machinery has been brought, by the 
application of chemistry, and by the use of electricity. 
Also, by the skilful use of modern mathematical anal- 
ysis, the results of experiments may be readily reduced 
to exact and definite principles capable of application to 
practice. 

The education of a naval officer must, necessarily, be 
ceaseless if he truly becomes or desires to become effi- 
cient. He must nourish himself by study, and go on, 
from day to day, always learning. 

To be an officer of real practical and sound knowl- 
edge—not mere book knowledge, but applied knowledge 
—can only be accomplished by thought, by study, by 
experience confirmed over and over again by close prac- 
tical observation. 

The graduate of the Naval Academy comes out into 
the service. after having been well grounded in first 
principles, educated enough to feel his ignorance, at the 
early dawn of manhood, the period of life at which the 
disposition is most tractable, a professional aptitude 
most readily acquired, and habits of obedience and a 
due appreciation of the necessity for discipline is most 
cheerfully recognized. > 

Atter graduation, it is the duty of the Government to 
afford opportunity for practical professional training, 
and then the young officer should be kept constautly at 
sea. It must be remembered that the Academy does not 
furnish lieutenants to ‘the Navy, but midshipmen, who 
enter upon active service older than formerly, but better 
Prepared and far more valuable. The regulations re- 
quire that “in the vessels to which they may be order- 
ed for sea service, they shall be required to learn the 
duties of officers in charge of a deck, mates of the fore- 
castle, lower decks, and holds, and quarter-deck mid- 
thipmen. They shall be carefully instructed in all the 
Toutine of a man-of-war, in practical navigation and 
seamanship, and the practical working and manage- 
ment of the steam engine. They shall also be re- 
quired to perfect themselves in the French and Span- 
ish languages during the cruise.” 

Most of these things are prettly thoroughly taught 
during the practice cruises of the academic course. It 
Was never contemplated that the instruction at the Na- 
val Academy alone should producc the thorough, efficient 
officer, Commanding officers are required to look after 
the professional training of their midshipmen, but, as a 
8eneral rule, sufficient attention is not paid in the. ser- 
Vice to their special training. 

€ regulations require that 


A board to consist of five officers not below the grade of com- 
T, One or more of whom shall be of higher rank than —_ 


y . . 
know how things ought to be done, but until he has had and never will make seamen. 


graphic Office, and placed on waiti 
New York, and ordered to the Mahopac. 


tor of the Twelfth Light-house District, and piaced on waiting or- 
ders. 


San Francisco, and ordered as Inspector of the Twelfth Light-house 


ordered to the Powhatan. 
ordered to the Iroquois. 
Assistan 


for 


shipmen for 
take place at the Naval Academy. 


This is an excellent regulation, which was formerly 
strictly carried out; but it has been neglected for the 
past ten years, until last year, when it was resumed. 

It has been said that it is a consequence of the present 
system that boys who are confessedly adapted to the ser- 
vice, and who show good ability, are dismissed for tri- 
fling conduct; while others, who have but little aptitude 
fur the profession, study hard, get no demerits, graduate, 


This must be the rare exception, and certainly is not 
the rule. It could, however, be readily remedied, by 
marking for “aptitude for the service,” or “ practical 
exercises,” and giving it a high multiple in making out 
the final standing. This could come in as a special 
branch in the department of seamanship, and be deter- 
mined by the detailed reports of the practice cruises. 

As in nominations for the Navy no system of selection 
is required, but they are usually the result of political 


the best for the purpose, although perhaps able to pass 
the preliminary tests. 
Under the change of system proposed many boys must 
enter the service who are entirely unfit for the Navy; 
while at the Naval Academy they are thoroughly sifted 
before they graduate. 
To get rid of the useless or deleterious youngsters that 
would otherwise have gone into the service, to the great 
injury of their companions, is an immeasurable benefit, 
even if there were no other advantages. 
A great evil of the present day is in not keeping 
young officers employed afloat. Ensigns and masters 
should never be on shore duty, if it is possible to give 
them occupation at sea. Yet this is very common. 
Instead of sending a youngster to sea on first entering 
the service, it would be far better, and would accomplish 
the desired object, to keep him at sea continually after 
graduation, at least until promotion to the grade of lieu- 
tenant. 
Here he is called upon to act for himself, and to as- 
sume responsibilities in his daily duties. He is brought 
in contact with the men, and habits of self-reliance and 
management are formed which are of the highest value. 
He learns an officer-like bearing, the management of the 
crew, and gains experience as an officer which can be 
acquired in no other way. 
Another point to be remembered is that those officers 
who are at present acting as watch-officers of sea ships 
were chiefly sent from the Academy during the war, 
when it was impossible to have that regular training 
and experience deemed so essential. Notwithstanding 
these disadvantages, however, they are very excellent, 
as a rule, and compare favorably with the young officers 
of the old school. 
Much more is expected now-a-days, and they are not 
so bad as has been represented. Who has not vivid 
recollections of watch-officers in sailing ships of twenty 
years ago, some of whom were not efficient, and 
were not trusted by their captains? It is very unfair 
to attribute to the present system that which can be 
clearly traced to other causes. The system is new, and 
has labored under many disadvantages. It shvuld not 
be judged until it has been fairly tried. Many improve- 
ments of detail and method can doubtless be made 
which would be beneficial; but the system—the four 
years’ course of preliminary training, including, as it 
does, extended summer-practice cruises—cannot be 
changed to advantage. Navy. 


NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 


Fepruary 8.—Second Assistant Engineer George Cowie, and 
Carpenter Isaac Cooper, to the Powhatan on the 13th inst. 
Frpruary 9.—Masters Hobart L. Tremain and George 8. Davol, 
Midshipmen J. A. H. Nickols, 'T. Dix Bolles, and Giles B. Harber, 
Assistant turgeon A. F. Magruder, and Paymaster Charles A. 
McDaniel, to the Iroquois on the 20th inst. 
Master James M. Grimes, to the Powhatan. 
Assistant Paymaster J. W. Jordan, to the tug Fortune. 
Sailmaker David Bruce, to the receiving ship at Boston. 
Fesrvuary 10.—Ensign Edward H. Wiley, Midshipmen Charles 
G. Bowan, Arthur P. Osborn, and Wm. P. Potter, to the gunnery 
practice ship Constellation. 
First Assistant Engineer George W. Hall, and Second Assistant 
Engineer George 8. Gates, to the Iroquois on the 20th inst. 
FEBRUARY 12.--Lieutenant F. Augt. Miller, to temporary duty 
at the Navy-yard, Boston. 

Fepruasy 13.—Assistant Surgeon George P. Bradley, to the 
Naval Rendezvous, Boston, Mass. 


DETACHED. 


Fesrvary 8.—Rear-Admiral John Rodgers, from the command 
of the Asiatic Fleet, and ordered to return home. 
Rear-Admiral Thornton A. Jenkins, from duty as secretary of 
the Light-hvuse Board, and ordered to command the Asiatic Fleet, 
per steamer of the Ist of March. 
Lieutenant Charles M. Anthony, from the Navy-yard, Ports- 
mouth, N. H., and ordered to the Powhatun on the 13th inst. 
Fesrvuary 9.—Commander Le Roy Fitch, from the Navy-yard, 
Pensacola, Fla., and wait further orders. 
Lieutenant-Commander Wm. B. Cushing, from the Navy-yard, 
Boston, and placed on waiting orders. 
Master T, C. McLean, from the Idaho, and placed on sick léave. 
Midshipman J. C. Wilson, from the Navy-yard, New York, and 
ordered to the Iroquois. 

Surgeon Wm. K. Van Reyper, from the Naval Hospital, Annapo- 
lis, and ordered to the Iroquois. 
Acting Boatswain Francis Butland, from the receiving ship at 
Portsmouth, N. H., and ordered to the Lroquois. 
Acting Gunner John J. Walsh, from the receiving ship at Phil- 
adelphia, and ordered to the Iroquois. 
Fepavary 10.—Master Edward ool Sturdy, from the Hydro- 
orders. 








First Assistant Engineer Wm. W. Heaton, from the Navy-yard, 


Feprvary 12.—Commodore Alfred Taylor, from duty as Inspec- 
Commander Charles J. McDougal, from the Naval Rendezvous, 


District. 
Lieutenant Wm. W. Rhoades, from the Navy-yard, Boston, and 
Lieutenant Henry R. Baker, from the receiving ship Ohio, and 
t Paymaster C. H. Thomson, from the Constellation, 





= one a chief engineer, will convene «t such times as the 
7 0f the Navy may direct, for the purpose of making the final ex- 


and ordered as assistant paymaster at the Naval Academy. 


amination of midshipmen, to ascertain and decide upon their quali- 
fications 


promotion. ; 
To insure uniformity and justice, the final examination of mid- 
otion, after completing their sea service, shall 


patronage, the material obtained is naturally not always | E. B. Be 





Ravel Sengites, Wasktagton, ane ordered to the Naval Hospital, 


ORDERS REVOKED. 
oT Emorer 0-—Commentiar D: B. Harmony’s orders to command 
e@ Mohican. 
Lieutenant R. Mason Lisle’s orders to the Powhatan, and or- 
dered to the Iroquois. 


LIST OF DEATHS 
In the Navy ef the United States which have been reported to the 
Surgeon-General of the U. 8. Navy and chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery for the week ending February 10, 1872: 


Wm. Coo: landsman, January 19, U. 8. steamer Congress. 
BR 1 Sackson, seaman, February 6, U.8. steamer Potomac, at 
i phia. 
George E. Burcham, carpenter, February 6,jat New Orleans. 
Tue board for the examination of the class of midshipmen of 1869 


for promotion to ensigns reports the following as their standing 
according to rank : 

C. P. Perkins, B. H. Bucki pen, 6. Bowman, W. P. Potter, 
G. B. Harber, John Garvin, EH. iley, 8. O. Paine, H. M. M. 
Richards, A. P. ’ B. B A. M. Thackara, N E. 
Mason, H. A. Handy, A. P. Nazro, L. B. Bixler, W. W. Kimball, 
C. R. Brown, W. P. Day, J. B. Hobsen, J. C. Wilson, E. A. Fields, 
James Franklin, U- R. Harris, W. A. Hadden, R- a. Davenport, 
E. J.,Berwind, H. Winslow, W. H. Turner, F. 8. Bassett, T. D: 
Bolles, G. P. Colvocoresses, J. P. Wallis, 
ton, A. G. , 1. A. Norris, W. H. 

W. &: B. Delahay, K. : 
Curtis, H. A. Blanchard, E. J. Arth Hall, B. unt, 
D. D: V. Stuart, D. H. Mahan, J. H. Moore, K. Niles, C. A. 
Clarke, J. H. C. Coffin, E. O. Macfarlane, J. W. Graydon, W. T. 
Low, H. T. Monahan, R. Mitchell. 














CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 


Tue following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 
since last memoranda, vis. : 


Fesruary 7.—Captain H A. Bartlett, ordered to close, for 
want of the necessary funds, the Recruiting Rendezvous at ‘New 
York city by 29th inst. 


First Lieutenant Norval L. Nokes, detached from the Norfolk, 
Va., station, and ordered to report for duty by the 13th inst. on 
board the U. 8. steamer Powhatan. 

Fresrvuary 9.—Second Lieutenant H. Clay Fisher, detached from 
Marine Barracks, Washington, D. C., ona ordered to report for 
duty at Marine Barracks, rooklya, N. Y. 








PRESENT STATIONS OF NAVAL OFFICERS. 
AWAITING ORDERS. 


Daal J. T. Green, G. H. Scott, D. McDougal, J. R. M. 
ullany. 

Coptamne~2. O. Corbin, C. H. B. Caldwell, A. G. Clary, D. Lynch, 
A. R. Hughes, A. Shirley, T. Patterson. 

Commandcrs—J. M. Bradford, A. F. Crossman, T. A. Rowe, W. 
KE. Mayo, E. E. Stone, W. E. Fitzhugh, H. Wilson, A. Pendergrast, 
= 1 W. H. Dana, L. A. Be ee, A. Hopkins, G. H. Perkins, 

. N. Allen. 

Lieutenant-Commanders—B. P. Smith, H. 8. Mullan, W. M. 
Folger, A. R. McNair, D. W. Mullan, J. W. Phillip, M. L. Johnson, 
A. 5. Crowinshield, J. G. Green. 

Lieutenants—S. Hubbard, H. N. Maney, C. M. Thomas, E. Long- 
necker, A. H. Vail, H.G. Macy, H. W. Lyons, M.R. 8. Mackenzie, 
E. Woodman, W. W. Gilpatrick. ; 

Masters—J. G. Eaton, W. L. a D. Carmody, W. Goodwin, 
M. Bolles, E. 8. Prime, H. D. Tremain. 

Ensigns—E. H. Wiley, H. M. M. Richards, G. B. Harber, C. R. 
Curtis, » . P. Potter, C. G. Bowman, A. M, Thackara, J. Garvin, J. 
C. Wilson, A. P. Osborn, H. Winslow, E. J. Berwind, W. E.' B. 
Delaney, R. G. Di port, W. P. Day, C. W. R. Ruschenberger, T. 
D. Bolles, G. P. Col J.A. H. Nickels, A. P. Nazro, W. H. 
Driggs, F. B. Hull, J. H. Moore, R. A. Breck, W. C. Negley, W. 
Kellogg, E. H. Taunt, J. P. Willis, T. 8. Phelps, C. F. Colahan, H. 
T. Btockton, A. G. Berry, M. E. Hall, T. Porter. 

Midshi, 
Medical Director D. Harlan. 


man W. Seabury. 

Surgeons—W. T. Hord, J. J. Turner, A. Hudson, B. H. Kidder. 

yo eet a. eae Callan, A. F. Magru 
istant Surgeo: sae wke, P. A. FP. - 

der, J. L. Neilson, J. B. F. Fassig, G. P. Bradley. 

Pay Director J. G. Harris. 

Pay Inspector J. Fulton. 

Paymaster R. B. Rodney. 

Passed Assistant Paymasters—E. Mellach, C. W. Slamm, G. W. 


Long. 

Aasistent Paymasters—J. Breese, L. A. Yorke, J. R. Stanton. 
Chief Engineers—B. F. Isherwood, G. 8. Bright, R. a, © J. 
Lamdin, C. H. Baker, T. J. Jones, J. McElmell, W. H. King, J. 
Purdy, Jr., J. ny 

First Assistant Engineers—F. A. Wilson, J. P. Sprague, R. H. 
Gunnell, J. L. Vanclain, C. Lindsley, A. Aston, H. F. Bradford, 8. 
Gregg, E. T. Phillippi, J. F. Bingham, W. A. Windsor, H. D. Sell- 
man, H. L. Cline, J. M. Emanuel, M. L. Knowlton. 

ON SPECIAL DUTY. 
Admiral David D. Porter, Washington, D. C. 
Vice-Admiral 8 en C. Rowan. 
Captains—T. H. Patterson, Washington, D, C.; J. C. F ‘ 
8. Nicholson, Washington, D.C.; EK, Simpson, wy 4 E. Eng 
Commanders—J. H. Upshur, New London, Conn. ; R. F. R. Lewis, 
R. F. Bradford. 
Lieutenant-Commanders—J. D. Marvin, Ordnance Bureau; F. 
Pearson, ordnance duty. 

Medical Directo: . S. Palmer, Newport, R.I.; J. McClelland, 
Philadelphia; R. T. Maccoun, Baltimore, Md. 

Surgeons—D. Bloodgood, — ae B. F. Gibbs, New Orleans. 
Passed Assistant Paymaster H. C. Macherte, New Orleans. 
Chief Engineer T. Zeller, New York. 

ON LIGHT-HOUSE DUTY. 
eee Staal cheaters 8.10; Rien: Seaman a 
Commodores—A. Taylor, ; J. BH. mspector; F. 
Stanly, inspector; W. ii. Macomb, inspector ; N. Collins, inspector ; 
A. Murray, inspector. 

Commanders—J. C. Walker, inspector; C. A. Babcock, eee 
T. O. Selfridge, mspector; R. Boyd, Jr., inspector; C. 8. Norton, 
inspector of Sixth Light-house District. 

ON TORPEDO DUTY. 

Lieutenant-Commanders—Geo. Dewey, C. L. Huntington, W. B. 
Hoff, E. M. Shepherd, F. M. Green, C. M. Schoonmaker, G. E. 
Wi te. 

Tisetonente—J. J. Brice, R. B. Bradford, A. J. Iverson, F. M. 
Barber, E. L. Amory, R. D. Hitchcock, J. J. Hunker, W. H. 
Brownson, W. Maynard, W. Watts, H. C. Wisner, 8. W. Very, 





E. McCormack, C. B. % 
Masters—J. P. Merrill, E. P. McClellan, J. A. Rodgers. 
Passed Assistant PaymasterG. H. Reed, Newpor'. - 


ON FURLOUGE. 
Commander H. N. T. Arnold. 


Lieutenant T. P. Wilson. 
First Assistant Engineers—A. Adamson, G. W. Hall, T. Cecper. 
SICK. 
Lieutenant L. V. Housel. 
Master A. Ross, Alexandria, Va. 
Surgeon L. M. Lyon. . 
En route home. 
SETTLING ACCOUNTS. 
Pay Director J. O. 


Gulick. 
Pay Inspector C. C. Jackson. 


Paymasters—H. M. Denniston, R. W: A. 8. Kenny, 
J. E. Toltree J.T. Hamilton, H. M. ai, 
Passed t Poqeasere—C- A. E. N. White- 
hemes, H. Gerrard, H. T. B. Harris, F. Bissell, A. H. Nelson, H. 
‘Ansiatant Paymasters 8. Rand, Jr., J. W. Jordan, F. H. 





y 
Feprvuary 13,—Assistant Surgeon Howard Smith, from the 
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; MARRIED. 
A ee Marriages should be paid for at the rate of 
cents each.) 





Conrap—Corron.—On the evening of the 8th inst. at Marietta, 
O., at the Unitarian church, by the Rev. J. R. Johnson, First Lieu- 
tenant Casper H. Coneap, Fifteenth Infantry, to Era M.,daugh- 
ter ot Dr. J. L. Cotton, of Marietta. (No cards.) 

Werreicx—O’Dett.—In Baltimore, Md.,on February 7, 1872, by 
Rev. Dr. James, Dr. 8. T. Wernick, Acting Assistant Surgeon U. 
8. Army, to Miss Viorn1a P. O’Deti. (No cards.) 


DIED. 


Roprysoven.—In the city of New York, on Sunday, February 
11, after a short illn Mary McCuLLaGu, intant daughter of Col- 
onel Theodore F. ond Bonny Rodenbough, aged two years and one 
month. Interment at Easton, Pa. 

Worpey.—At Albany, on Monday morning, February 5, Anna 
Epsow, wife of John L. Worden, Jr., U. 8. Army. 

Hauty.—At West Point, N. Y., Friday, February 9, 1872, Frep- 
Enick Fdore, eldest son, of Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Robert H., 
and Mrs. Georgianna K. Hall, .8. Army, aged four years, nine 
months and fifteen days. 


READING FOR THE ARMY AND NAVY. 


The attention of Post Treasurers, Wardroom Messes, and in- 
dividual readers is called to the —— terms of clubbing offered 
by the proprietors of the Army anp Navy Journay. These ar- 
rangements for c.ubbing are made tor the purpose of reducing the 
cost of periodicals to Army and Navy readers, and this season of the 
ae _— proper time for subscribing to week!y and monthly pub- 


TERMS OF CLUBBING. 
The Journal and the Galaxy Magaziue will be sent One Year for 
$8 00—Regular Price, $10 0». 
The Journal and Harper’s Bazar will be sent One Year for $8 00 
lar Price, $10 00. 
The Journal and Harper's Weekly will be sent One Year for 
00- Regular Price, $10 00. 
The Journal and Harpers Monthly will be sent One Year for 
i 00 


$8 Ov—Regular Price, $10 00. 

The Journal and Every Saturday will be sent One Year for $9 00 
—Regular Price, $11 00. ‘ : ; 

The Journal and Van Nostrand’s Engineering Magazine will be 
sent One Year for $9 60—Reguiar Price, $11 00. 

The Journal and the Eclectic Magazine will be sent One Year 
for $9 00— lar Price $11 00, 

The Journzl and Littell’s Living Age will be sent one Year for 
$12 00—Regular Price, $14 00, 

FOR ELEVEN DOLLARS, 

The Army and Navy Journal, The Galaxy, and Harper’s Bazar, 
or Harper’s Weekly, or Harper's Monthly, saving Three Dollars on 
the regular a. mee. 

FOR FOURTEEN DOLLARS, 

The Army and Navy Journal, The Galaxy, Harper’s Weekly and 

Monthly or Bazar, saving Four Dollars on tne regular subscription 


price. 
FOR TWENTY-ONE DOLLARS, 
The Army aud Navy Journal, The Galaxy, Harper’s Bazar, Har- 
= Weekiy, Harper’s Monthly, and Every Saturday, saving Six 
lars on the regular subscription prices, or the full subscription 
Se of the Army and Navy Journal, WHICH Is THUS FURNISHED 
trnour Cost TO THE SUBSCKIBER. 
If any other period:cal or newspaper, than those above named is 
desired, it will be furnished in connection with the JouRNAL at re- 
duced rates. 
Remittances should be made to 
W. Cc. & F. P. CHURCH, 
No. 39 PARK ROW, N. Y. 


NFORMATION WANTED.—Ha H. Link, first 

lieotenant of the Thirty-sixth Infanty, and to January 1, 1871, 

of Seventh Infantry, and honorably wustered out January 1, 1871. 

Will any of his friends please send his address to J. T., office of 
this paper? 


ANTED.—Appointment as yeoman, apothecary, 

or paymaster’s writer on a first or second rate man-of-war, 

by a graduate of college. Hes been a — in the Navy, writes 

ag hand, sperks French, German, Spanish, and English. Ad- 
dress Dr. C. L. WELMANN, Tipton, Mo. 


ANTED.—Mausicians for the Fourth Infantry, sta- 
tioned at Frankfort, Ky. ; clarionet and cornet players pre- 
During the months of December, 1871, and January, 1872, 
Ap- 
































ferred. 
this band realized by its eng: gements between $300 and $400. 
ply to the ADJUTANT Fourth Infantry, Frankfort, Ky. 


H, N. SQUIRE, 


No, 97 FULTON STREET, New Yor, 


Is the best place to buy reliable Watches, fine Diamonds, and 
choice Jewelry, and Sterling Silver Ware. 
DIAMONDS A SPECIALTY. 


B. KIDDOO 
e (Brigadier-General U. 8. Army, retired), 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 


No. 192 Broapway (Room 15), New Yor«. 
Especial attention given to the legal business of officers of the 
the Army and Navy. 


CAPTAIN OF CAVALRY DESIRES TO TRANS- 
FER with a Captain of Infantry. Address T. LOUDEN, 
care of Army AND Navy JoursaL. 
$2 BILLIARD TABLE —FULL-SIZED 
balls and cues. Quick Rubber Cushions. Very portable. 
Diagram mailed free. ABBOT & NICHOLLS,95 Liberty street, 
New York. 
LI LONG, U. S. ArMy (RETIRED), 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 
59 anp 61 Liperty STREET., 
New Yerk City. 




















ONDON ORDNANCE WORKS, 
BEAR LANE, SOUTHWARE S8T., LONDON, &. E., 
ENGLAND. 

J. VAVASSEUR & CO., 
Manufacturers of Muzzle and Breech-L oading Cast-fteel Guns, of 
‘Wrought-iron Carriages for Sea and Land Service, of all kinds of 
Projectiles, Fuses, and Urdnance Stores, of Electric and Percussion 
‘Torpedoes, and of Harvey’s 3ea Torpedoes. 


we | F eine HALL.” 





Founded 1794. 


MORAVIAN SEMINARY FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
Rev. Eucese A. Fruuavrr, Principal. 
Litiz, ter county, Pennsyivanya. 
This Institution offers the very best advantages to the daughters 
of Army, Navy and Marine Corps officers, not only for a thorough 
Englisa education. but, also, for instruction in Music, both vocal 
ana instrumes:..al, French, German, Drawing, Painting, etc., etc. 
Upwards of tive thoasand young ladies have | educated at this 
aes ee a one exceptio.a a —. in America) since its 
more than a quarter of a cen " 

 - writing for Terms a favor will be condouel ia mentioning that 

you saw this in the Anmy ASD Navy JouaNaL. 


LIVE GAME WANTED! 

IFTY OR ay 4 DEER, ALSO ELK, moose, 

and other 1ive game, for breeding ——— vered alive 
railroad. Addcess offers, with price, of Blooming Grove 
Park, 103 Fulton 8t., New York. Western papers plosse copy, 
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Office, No. 39 Park Row, New York. 
SUBSCRIPTION, SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 








The Editor does not hold himself responsible for individual expres- 
sions of opinion in communications addressed to the JOURNAL. 

The postage on the JounnaL is twenty-five cents a,year, payable 
quarterly in advance, at the office where received. 

Subscribers who purpose binding their at the end of the year 
should be careful to preserve their files of the paper, as weno longer 
stereotype it, and are not able, therefore, to supply all of the back numbers 
of this volume. 

The subscription price of Toe Anmy anp Navy Journat is Sx 
Douianrs a year,or Turek Doitars for siz months, invariably in 
advance. Remitiances may be made in a Post Office money order, 





w= | United States funds, or Quartermasters’, Paymasters’, or other drafts, 


which should be made payable to the order of the Proprietors, W.C. & 
F. P. Caurncn. Where noneof these can be procured, send the money, 
but always in a registered letter. The registration fee has been redueed 
10 fifteen cents, and the present registration system has been found by 
the postal authorities to be virtually an absolute protection against losses 
by mail. All postmasters are obliged to register lellers whenever re- 
quested to do so. 


OUR ENLISTED MEN. 


i ig passage of Senator WILson’s bill to increase 
the pay of the enlisted men of the Army, which 
we publish elsewhere, will help to remove one pre- 
text for desertion in our Army, which has become 
so common as to call for the instant application of 
efficient remedies. With or without reason our en- 
listed men have become firmly convinced that in 
equity their contract with the Government was an- 
nulled by cutting down nearly twenty per cent. the 
pay, $16 a month, whieh was offered them as an in- 
ducement to enlist. Itis true that, when a soldier 
enlists, he engages to receive such pay and allow- 
ances as may be established from time to time by 
law and regulations. But, with the arguments of 
the recruiting officer ringing in his ears, he very 
naturally forgets the unusual nature of this con- 
tract, and looks upon the reduction, to which he as- 
sents in advance, as a breach of the contract with 
him. 
With our present Army the reduction in pay re- 
sults in a nominal annual saving of something less 
than one million dollars; but taking the desertions 
into account the measure is not so economical as it 
seems. We have not seen any precise statement 
of the aggregate of these desertions for 1871, but are 
warranted in placing it at near ten thousand, as also 
in estimating the extra costs to the Government 
involved, at $125 for each recruit enlisted to replace 
the deserters, making a total expenditure of at least 
$1,250,000. This is the financial aspect of the mat- 
ter, while the moral results of desertion are incal- 
ably mischievous. 

Another cause of complaint among our enlisted 
men is the clothing allowance. Taken asa whole, it 
is doubtless adequate for the entire period of en- 
listment, but not so for the first six months, or, pos- 
sibly, for the first twelve, while itis just at this 
period that our unfledged soldiers receive those first 
impressions of the service which go far to deter- 
mine the question of their content or discontent 
with it. The necessary expenses incurred for the 
outfit required before he can appear in parade, 
swallow up so much of the reeruit’s pay that he 
goes to the pay-table month after month, not to re- 
ceive money, but to sign receipts for pay which has 
been absorbed for clothing, the Government 
is bound to furnish him. Naturally énough, he con- 
siders hiuiself as hardly used, grows discontented, 
and regards his enlistment as a one-sided affair, in 
which he has been deceived. It would be well if 
the present system of clothing allowance could be 
so adjusted that there should be no charge for ne- 
cessary alteration, and none for excess of issue, un- 
less it results from the carelessness of the soldier. 

But these are palliations only ; a complete remedy 
for desertion can only be found by placing the char- 
acter of our own enlisted men upon a much higher 
footing, by some such plan as that proposed in the 
article on the “ Rank and File of the Army,” which 
we published last week from the pen of a most in- 
telligent and capable Army officer of long service. 
In the English army, where the material is at least 
as good as in our service, such officers as Sir JAMES 
ScaRLETT and General WHITTINGHAM understand 
and are urging that all efforts toward an effective 
reorganization, which may be hoped to lift their 











army up to the level of the ,Prussian, must begin 


with the very base, namely, the non-commissioned 
officers and privates. Good officers, we admit, must 
make comparatively good men, but there is an 
inexorable limit to the action, and the best of offi- 
cers imaginable cannot be expected to achieve very 
great results with personnel so large a fraction of 
whom annually desert as in our Army at present. 

The remedy proposed, and assuredly as necessary 
in our own service as it can possibly be is the Eng- 
lish, is first to elevate fhe standard of the non- 
commissioned officers by increased pay, and, as in 
Prussia, by taking great pains with their practical 
and theoretical instruction, with other measures to 
enhance their position in the service. In Prussia, so 
careful are they in regard to their non-commis- 
sioned grades that when one is reduced to the ranks 
for a military offence he is transferred to a different 
regiment so that the man thus degraded may not 
become a private among those over whom he had 
once exercised control. In this way,when the mat- 
ter was well understood in the country, we should 
soon draw into the Army, as aspirants for the non- 
commissioned grades, a very different class of men 
from those now attracted to the service; men who 
by the aid of proper schools for non-commissioned 
officers, such as are in Prussia, and now being 
established in England, would make themselves 
worthy in all respects for promotion to commis- 
sioned grades. This has been the result under mon- 
archical institutions, and assuredly the Army of the 
Republic should not be backward in affording the 
opportunity for promotion from the ranks. 

But the most important step toward the eleva- 
tion of the enlisted men is to form them into classes 
or gradations as to pay and standing; and we are 
disposed to regard three classes as expedient—the 
first class to be made up of the very élite of the en- 
listed men, and from whom non-commissioned offi- 
cers are to be exclusively selected. It might be 
made open to a sixth of the Army at least. The sec- 
ond class should embrace all who re-enlist, and such 
other men as might be found worthy of elevation to 
it, not exceeding in all a fourth of the Army. The 
third class to be constituted of recruits and all sol- 
diers not promoted to either the first or second class. 
All this might be accomplished without increasing 
the cost of the Army one dollar, with the certain re- 
sult of filling up our Army hereafter with a class of 
self-respecting, well conducted men, encouraged to 
keep up their respectability by the liberality of the 
Government. We say this would not add a dollar 
to the current expenses of the Army, because it 
would be sure to save to the Government by the ma- 
terial reduction of the number of deserters from the 
Army. We trust, therefore, the matter will be ta- 
ken into consideration by the military committees 
of both houses. The malady to be remedied, al- 
ready serious, is a growing one, and some remedy 
must be found through intelligent legislation. 








As the 15-inch gun i8 at present our main reliance 
for the defence of our seacoast fortifications, per- 
haps some officer of the Ordnance Department will 
be kind enough to tell us whether we have a ser- 
viceable carriage for this gun—one that is likely 
to stand, say one hundred consecutive rounds with- 
out failing ? The Chief of Ordnance in his last re- 
port acknowledges that the carriages must be modi- 
fied. Has even a model carriage yet been tested 
which will answer the purpose? It has been a sub- 
ject of experiment for years, and it is high time 
carriage which will last for at least a hundred rounds 
without repairs should have been devised. We 
would like to ascertain from the records of the fir- 
ing-ground at Fort Monroe what is the greatest 
number of rounds that have been fired from the 13- 
inch gun with full charges without stopping for re- 
pairs. Sometimes a piston rod is bent, sometimes 
the venters knocked off; sometimes the platform, 
containing hundreds of barrels of cement, is set back 
bodily from the breast-high wall; sometimes the 
pintle, though forged from gun barrels, is broken ; in 
short, the accidents are almost as various as the parts 
in the carriage, Is there along our whole seacoast, 
from Eastport to Texas, a single reliable 15-inch 
carriage? We impute no blame, we are after facts. 
We know that the late General RoDMAN thought the 
way out of the difficulty lay in lengthening the 
chassis about five feet, but this change would make 





the chassis too long for any existing work. 
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The counterpoise carriage devised by Major 
Kine had, for a first trial, a very successful one at 
Staten Island; but the board appointed to report 
upon it have, we learn, come to the conclu- 
sion that it would be imprudent to put that car- 
riage in service without competitive trials, particu- 
larly with Moncrizr’s last invention, the hydro- 
pneumatic carriage, which may effect a greater rev- 
olution in coast defence than has been effected by 
his first invention. But it will not do for the Ord- 
nance Department to content itself with simply pass- 
ing judgment upon the KING carriage. If there is 
a prospect of finding something better, instant 
measures should be taken to determine that fact, 
and to supply us with what is so imperatively need- 
ed—a carriage capable of handling the gun upon 
which we must depend for defence. 

Why is it not worth while to try the simple de- 
vice said to have been used on the Red river by the 
Confederates during the war, and proposed for our 
adoption by Colonel Houston of the Engineers in 
1868. Colonel Hovston’s plan is described in de- 
tail in Major Kine’s report on counterpoise car- 
riages. He proposes to place the truck bearing the 
gun on a circular railway so that the recoil will 
throw it behind a traverse. It is by all odds the 
simplest and least expensive plan for securing 
the minimum exposure to the cannoniers and piece 
yet proposed, and a trial would involve but a tri- 
fling expense. The system commends itself in one 
important particular, that it secures a dispersion of 
guns and powerful traverses. We do not understand 
why this plan has never met with official favor. 








A RESOLUTION was offered in the U. 8S. Senate, on 
the 12th instant, by Mr. SUMNER, setting forth ina 
diffuse preamble alleged circumstances concerning 
the Government sale of arms during the summer 
and fall of 1870, and asking for-a special committee 
“to investigate all sales of ordnance stores made by 
the Government of the United States during the 
war between France and Germany, to ascertain the 
persons to whom such sales were made, the cir- 
cumstances under which they,were made, the real 
parties in interest,and the sums respectively paid 
and received by the real parties.” This resolution 
promises to transfer to the United States the con- 
troversy which was concluded in France, for a time 
at least, by the conviction and sentencing, on the 
20th of January, of M. Vicror PLaczE, the late Con- 
sul-General of France at the port of New York. 
Elsewhere we publish full accounts of this trial, upon 
which Mr. SUMNER has hinged this attack upon the 
War Department. In spite of the fact that his 
brother, the Bishop of Marseilles, was able to direct 
the influence ef the French priesthood in his favor, 
M. PLAcE was found guilty of misappropriation of 
Government funds, and his effort to throw the re- 
sponsibility for his malfeasance in office upon the 
American agents of the French Government for the 
purchase of arms, the Messrs. REMINGTON, have re- 
coiled upon his own head, the condemnation pro- 
nounced upon him by the judge before whom he 
was tried, being emphasized by contrasting it with 
the honorable dealing of the foreigner who was not 
influenced by the patriotic feeling which should 
have controlled the consul, a Frenchman and a 
French officer. 

It is not as yet clear what course the investigation 
in this country will take, or to what extent it will 
go. The mover of the resolution, Mr. SUMNER, 
certainly did not take much by his motion, which 
resulted in nothing but an acrimonious debate, 
during which Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN pointed out a 
fatal inadequacy of the preamble, and his (SumM- 
NERS) own colleague, the moderate and sensible 
chairman of the Military Committee, most success- 
fully vindicated the War Department. Mr. WILsoNn 
said: “ He was now as he had always been, in favor 
of the fullest investigation, and if any wrong had 
been committed in this matter, he wished to have it 
exposed and punished. He explained that at the 
close of the war our Government had arms, ammu- 
nition, and other war material on hand to the value 
of millions of dollars, which Congress authorized the 
Secretary of War to dispose of. The sales com- 
menced in 1865 and continued until 1871. The 
arms, etc., sold by the Government from the Ist of 

April, 1865, to the 30th of June, 1871, amounted to 
$151,026,142 81, every cent of which had been faith. 


fully accounted for and paid into the Treasury. As 
to the alleged sale of arms to the French govern- 
ment, he was authorized to say that our Govern- 
ment had never sold a dollar’s worth to that Gov- 
ernment, or to any man whom they knew to be its 
agent. The Government at the time of the sale to 
RICHARDSON had no knowledge that he was the 
agent, counsel, or attorney of, or in any way con- 
nected with Remincton & Son. As to the suspi- 
cions expressed by the French Assembly, it should 
be remembered that these purchases were made 
mostly by the Gambetta governm3nt, and that the 
existing French government was hostile to those 
men, and trying to cast imputations upon them. 

The asserted co-operation of the French resident 
officials DE CuHamBRuN and Dr. Bueuas, in Mr. 
SUMNER’s investigation, is a circumstance which 
will be found interesting enough if the affair pro- 
ceeds. A statement made by the Washington cor- 
respondent of the Tribune, of the 13th, that the for- 
mer having asked, for statements of the arms ac- 
counts of the Ordnance Bureau, had been trifled 
with and put off till the Puace trial was over, we 
have the best reasons for saying is untrue, and we are 
sure that Mr. DE CHAMBRUN has not nor will com- 
plain of such treatment either at the White House 
or the departments. The French agentsin the Uni- 
ted States, with all their activity, accomplished lit- 
tle in the way of securing evidence, and during the 
trial of M. Vicror PLace just closed both Mr. BEL- 
LONET, minister ad interim, and Dr. BuGHAS, were 
placed in the awkward position of having either 
bought false affidavits or having been too readily 
imposed upon by irresponsible affiants. 








WE publish the accompanying communication, 
which comes to us anonymously, precisely as we 
receive it. It is very evident that the writer assumes 
a designation that does not belong to him, for the 
staff officers are gentlemen, as we have had abun- 
dant reason to know, and certainly none of them are 
so ignorant as not to know how to spell the name of 
Rurvus InGALts. Our amiable correspondent’s in- 
ability to spell truth is to be accounted for with 


equal readiness : 
To the Editor of the So Called A and N Journal 

I say So called for if there is any One paper in the Country that 
is doing more against the army than Your Journal I have never 
Seen aCopy of it In Your issue of Jany 2072 You publish “ The 
Williams Bill” and opposed to Scense reason or thruth advocate it— 
A bill that mashes One Dept out of Three—and That One with 
nine “9” less Officers in it Than are there Now: And That right 
in the face ot the Q M Genl’s Report in the Same No reporting that 
there have been 433 officers Outside of his Dept on duty in it the 
past Year In the three Dept You propose to put into one there are 
now all told 155 Officers And You Know: The Congress of the U.8. 
Knows and every man of Science Knows: That the Work of Theze 
155 officers could not be done and done properly by 65—On page 369 
You Speak of Senator Wilson’s bill and go on to Say That a reor- 
ganization of our whole army Staff and line is demanded of Con- 
gress by the army and The Country—I have friends in Seven ‘‘7 ” 
States prominent men who State to me that the Country does not 
ask any further reduction of the Army I am well acquainted with 
Ten “10” Reg U 8 troops One fourth “2” of the entire Strength 
of the line and they do not requice any Such reorganization as that 
asked for As am army paper let this Matter alone—Strive to repre- 
sent the truth—This is the Cry of Economy and all for political 
effect and You as an Army Paper a friend of the army Should see 
it and not Keep up the Cry of reduction Make up for Your own 
satisfaction a list of the Gross pay of the three Staff Depts and See 
how little real Saving it Would make were they all mustered out 
altogether, You will be very much surprised to see that it does not 
in all amount to Five Hundred Thousand Dollars. We see the 
Sugar Coated Hand of an Ingles in this matter and are Sorry to see 
you can be bought and of Course Sold Yours no more 

ONE oF THE Starr. 








No 19 of the professional papers of the Corps of 
Engineers, is a highly valuable monograph of 73 
pages by General GILLMORE, upon the speciality of 
concretes,* with handsome plates illustrating some 
of the uses to which the beton of Coignet has boen 
applied in Europe. Not only does this memoir af- 
ford a comprehensive, practical insight of the man- 
ner of fabrication of concretes and of such of their 
materials as are artificial, but it demonstrates the 
great merits of the Coignet artificial stone for the 
purposes of the builder and engineer. Everything 
that would appear to be necessary fur the under- 
standing of the Coignet process as well as of the ma- 
chinery and appliances used in it, is fully described, 
and nothing is omitted to recommend it to the no- 
tice of our people. Even as a compendious tract 
upon cements, their manufacture, qualitiesand uses, 
this little work has no small value. ° 
~* Professional papere Corps of Engineers, U. 8. Army, No. 19. 


Report on Béton Aggloméré ; or, Coignet Beton and the materiuls 
of Bich it is made, by Q. A. Gillmore, major Corps of Engineers, 





brevet major-gengral VU. 8. Army, W on Government print- 
ing office, 1871, ih 


vice, rendered prior to the 
ment, 


Important works in France have been constructed 
of this beton sufficiently long ago to test its endur- 
ance satisfactorily, and indeed all its high qualities 
as a building material. One of these is a section of 
the Aqueduct of Vanne, near Paris, 37 miles long, 
comprising nearly three miles of arches, some of 
them 50 feet high, and ten bridges with spans of 
from 75 to 125 feet. More than thirty miles of the 
sewers of Paris have also been constructed of this 
material, at’a saving of 20 per cent. below the esti- 
mated cost of any other masonry. And M. CoIGNEer 
erected near that city an entire gothic church, with 
its foundations, walls and steeple (125 teet high), of 
the same material. In Egypt.a’French engineer is 
constructing, and has nearly completed, a light- 
house 180 feet high, built without, joints and resting 
upon a monolithic block of the Coignet concrete. 
And in all these works ‘the material has satisfied 
architects and engineers of its high qualities for 
their purposes, for it combines, according to General 
GILLMORE, “ stability, strength, beauty and cheap- 
ness far beyond the best results that could have 
been achieved by the use of any other material, 
whether stone, brick or wood.” 

By such a work as this memoir the general shows 
that the military engineer who knew so well how to 
batter down at Forts Pulaski and Sumter, can as 
readily and effectively address himself to the arts of 
peace and instruct his countrymen how to build up 
wisely, profitably and beautifully. 








Many of our own officers will hear with regret of 
the misfortune which has overtaken the British 
United Service Institute, which is threatened with 
the loss of the premises it has so long occupied in 
Whitehall and Scotland Yard, at a nominal rent of 
£205 ayear. Besides this concession from the Gov- 
ernment, the Institute has been in receipt of a year- 
ly grant of £600 a year, which is equally divided be- 
tween the army and navy estimates. Its yearly in- 
come from the subscriptions of officers has been 
nearly £4,000 a year in addition, and it has accumu- 
lated funded property amounting to more than 
£7,000, besides expending £10,000 on the building 
it will be obliged to give up on the 5th of April next. 
“ Never,” says the Army and Navy Gazette, “ was the 
Institution more deservedly popular. Its museum, 
its library, its lecture theatre, and its journals, are 
increasing in interest; yet it is to be ‘turned into 
the street,’ as the President expressed it; and we 
fear that if the notice, as now given, is carried out, 
the Institution cannot recover the blow. A banish- 
ment to South Kensington would“reduce the num- 
ber of new entries yearly by one-half at least, for the 
stay of officers in town is often short, and a station 
close to the clubs is indispensable. Unless the Gov- 
ernment reconsider the matter, or assist substantially 
in providing a new site, such a removal becomes a 
necessity, and the society has the choice between 
speedy ruin and a lingering death.” 








Ir is probable that the injustice of the present law 
under which officers absent on leave for more than 
thirty days in one year are deprived of half their 
pay will be corrected during the present session of 
Congress. The law isa great hardship to officers 
stationed at remote frontier posts, who are often 
obliged toconsume more than the thirty days in 
travel to and from their homes. Such officers usu- 
ally ask for leave only once in two or three years, in 
order to obtain sufficient time to make the journey 
and visit their friends. It is manifestly proper that 
where an officer prefers to take a furlough of sixty 
days every two years, for example, instead of thirty 
days each year, he should not suffer loss of pay, inas- 
much as his total period of absence does not exceed 
that of the officer who takes his yearly leave. Gen- 
eral CoBuRN, chairman of the House Military 
Committee, has brought this subject up by intro- 
ducing a bill which provides that all officers sta- 
tioned west of a line drawn north and south through 
Omaha, Nebraska, shall be entitled to sixty days’ 
leave every second year without deduction from 
their pay. 
SENATOR CALDWELL has introduced a bill which 
has been referred to the Military Committee “ con- 
cerning the publication of the official Army Register” 
(S. 584). It provides that hereafter, in publishing 
this document, the Adjutant-General of the Army be 
instructed to insert opposite the name of each officer 
the whole length of service of such officer under 
commission, either in the or volunteer ser 

te of his last appoint. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


BROADWELL BREECH-LOADING SYSTEM. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. ; 

Sie: It is quite likely I may have been mistaken in 
su g the gun whose firing record, as compa 
with the 3-inch muzzle-loader, 1 furnished for publica- 
tion, was the Krupp gun. By referring to the drawin 
of the Krupp gun and the Broadwell, pages 603 and 
Holly, it will be seen that there is a close resemblance 
in rance, and since Krupp has adopted the Broad- 
well gas check, the resemblance is more complete. 

The mistake, if any, is of no practical importance, as 
the Broadwell breech-loading system was given the pre- 
ference over any other except Mann’s, by the Ordnance 
Board of 1868, these two “being the most promising 
breech-loading systems known to the board.” M. 








A STAFF OFFICER'S OPINION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Simm: As the cry of Army reorganization and staff con- 
solidation is attracting a good deal of attention, will you 
allow a word from one of the interested ones. And first 
let me say that what we want is justice not for ourselves 
alone, but for the whole American people. We want 
also economy ; and if we cannot prove that we as a staff 
([ am now speaking of the quartermaster, subsistence, 
and pay departments) are doing the Government business 
entrusted to us cheaper than the same could be done 
otherwise, cheaper than the Interior Bureau or Post- 
office Department do their business, why, then, let us go 
by the board. 

In the first place, in the three departments under con- 
sideration there are now (January, 1872) 154 officers, 
divided as follows: 2 brigadier-generals, 7 colonels, 11 
licutenant-colonels, 75 majors, and 59 captains. The 
pay of these 154 officers is, in gross, say $434,540. The 
amount disbursed in cash by these three departments as 

last report of the chiefs to the Hon. Secretary of 

ar is, in gross, say $55,084,378. This is the money 

disbursement, besides all the work otherwise done by the 

officers of the three departments. Let us look at the 

Pay Department, which is entirely a money disbursing 

department, and we can arrive at what it costs the 
Government to disburse money. 

From June 30, 1870, to June 30, 1871, there was paid 
out by paymasters $18,672,254 71, for which the whole 
department received as pay’ $173,200, or $13,522 less 
than one per cent.; or, in other words, it has cost the 
Government less than any bank or business man in civil 
life would think of peying for the same labor. As, 
for instance, the national banks, by depositing bonds on 
which they draw at leasi five per cent. interest, can be- 
come the custodians of public funds, taking no risk on 
them in any way; but every such bank does make more 
than two per cent. on all such deposits. At the same 
time paymasters receive less than one per cent. for all 
the risk of paying out this money, carrying it to the 
soldier, seeing that no more or less than the correct 
amount is paid to each man, and are personally liable 
that no wrong payments are made. And, so far, all has 
been done without loss to the Government, except in 
one case, and had not regulations been violated in that 
case by allowing that ofticer to remain at one station ten 
years, he would have been detected before the Govern- 
ment could have lost one cent. I would also call at- 
tention to the fact that the chiefs of these departments 
who do know, recommend that their respective corps be 
filled up, us there are not enough officers to perform the 
dutics of their departments. 

The Quartermaster-General reports 433 officers in ad- 
dition to his regular force as on duty the past year in 
his department, and there are at least as many outside 
of the Subsistence Department acting as subsistence 
officers. Does this go to show that reduction is called 
for? Not at all, itseems tome. It is certuialy shown 
by these figures that it does not cost the Government too 
large « percentage todo the business. All we ask is 
that this question may be set at rest and our positions 
defined. This constant agitation makes our position 
merely 2 clerkship, with poor pay and no settled home. 

We would respectfully ask of you, then, that your 
voice Le given against any further reduction of the staff 
or line,_as time, under existing laws for reduction, and 
that cre many years, will do gracefully and surely all 
that need be done toward that end. G. W. C. 





Tuiry years ago China, remarks the Overland China 
Mail, was practically closed to all foreigners. The whole 
foreign intercourse of the empire was centred at a nar- 
row puint, with Hong merchants for interpreters, and 
foreig 1ers themselves not merely spoken of and written 
to, but treated as “‘ barbarians.” Foreign appliances of 
any sort (except clocks and watches) were unknown to, 
and i; nored by, the bigoted officials and the scarcely less 
bigoted population. Europe was, as regarded any real 
influence in China, of less importance than Heligoland 
might as an independent settlement have exercised over 
the politics of the Continent. Such was in fact the po- 
sition of affairs thirty years ago. And what is it now? 
Foreigners, to commence with, are definitely settled at 
thirteen ports instead of five. The insolent treatment 
accorded to Lords Amherst and Macartney has given 
way to the official recognition of foreign Ministers resid- 
ing at Peking. Travel inland at loast is permitted and 
may be prosecuted in safety. It is no longer safe to 
bully much less execute, a foreigner. Books of science, 
and mure than all the Bible, are now freely circulated 
througiout the seaboard of the empire. And even in 
material matters China has made strides which, small as 
they may seem to our own civilization, are by no means 
contemptible. Steamers not only ply from every port on 
the coast, but are chartered by ak used for native mer- 
Fa ~ and officials. Ft ws seohie ignore as an element 

nese progress the telegraphic communication now 
extolling tebween het distent shoves aud all other parts 


THE MORALE OF OUR ARMY. 


A WASHINGTON correspondent of the Tribune, who 
has been making some observations among our troops on 
the frontier, says : 


“If by discipline be understood the due regard of the 
superiors toward their inferiors, and the t and 
obedience of the latter toward the former, the discipline 
on the frontier is certainly of a singular genus. Things 
have long since come to such a that minor offences, 
comprehended under the terms “insubordination and 
disrespectful conduct,” are generally ignored; you can 
hear soldiers blackguard their non-commissioned officers, 
and officers utter not very decorous expressions with 
reference to their superiors. It is something to remem- 
ber that desertion has become the fashion even among 
the colored troo I have noticed it in particular in 
the Tenth Cavalry, statiened at Camp Supply, Indian 
Territory ; and it seems as if there was a rivalry of this 
kind in all the three arms. There is no company of in- 
fantry, artillery, or cavalry but regularly furnishes its 
contingent of deserters. Sometimes fellows heavily 
ironed manage to escape; now and then the guard and 
their prisoners walk off together. Had Congress been 
familiar with this prevalent and irresistible spirit of de- 
sertion, it might forsooth spare itself the trouble of leg- 
islation looking to the reduction of the Army. These 
fellows have been and are constantly reducing them- 
selves, the infantry carrying off Uncle Sam’s breech- 
loaders, the cavalrymen his Spencer rifles and horses. 
The process, leaving out of sight the moral part, de- 
serves, therefore, some attention financially. e Gov- 
ernment pays for each recaptured deserter the sum of 
$30, yet, so far as my knowledge goes, the greater por- 
tion make their escape with final success.” 

The anomalous and arbitrary way of punishment is 

cited as one of the principal causes of desertion, and it 
is added that, “ strange as it may sound, even the crime 
of desertion, so grave and distinct in its character breeds 
a fanciful variety of findings. One deserter will be sen- 
tenced to four years in a State penitentiary, another to 
two or three years in the guard-house; this runaway 
will have to carry at his left leg a ball of 12 pounds, 
that one a ball of 20 pounds. Sometimes the deserter’s 
punishment is simply to be drummed or bugled out of 
the service, which amounts to gratifying his desire to 
leave it, and he is tendered in addition the gratuitous 
ovation of a parting serenade. I need hardly add that 
the same promiscuous way of awarding punishment 
holds good also of the minor offences; and for the 
very same misdemeanor by which Private John Smith 
forfeited his pay for four months, Bill Coffee will lose 
his pay for three or six months. As I have already 
said, in this system of distributive justice, those who 
are interested in the matter can readily find a true cri- 
terion by which to measure the morale of the Army; 
and yet the official reports of the last few years speak 
eloquently of the improvement in the discipline, etc. 
“If a multiplicity and variety of offences hardly ever 
witnessed in an army pretending to organization, be 
reconcilable with the idea of improvement, then our 
Army is indeed wonderfully progressive. Something 
must be done. The practice of Louster soldiers in con- 
finement for long months without trial, the indiscrim- 
inate application of the forfeiture of pay, coupled with 
corporal punishment; the manner of exposing prisoners 
sentenced to hard labor in camp to the view of every- 
body around, the gregarious confinement of privates and 
non-commissioned officers, the absence at our military 
posts of places answering the real nature of prisons—all 
constitute a mass of anomalies and abominations from 
which the Army must be purged. At all events, those 
who are more immodiately interested in the honor and 
preservation of the Army will have to look into the 
matter in full earnest ; in fact, [do not see why Uncle 
Sam’s employees in uniform should be entirely over- 
looked in this dawn of reform, and, for aught I know, 
a simple investigation of court-martial statistics and de- 
sertion during the past year or two will inevitably lead 
to important changes in the military establishment.” 








THE ATTACK AND DEFENCE OF FLEETS. 
[From the London Army and Navy Gazette.] 


THERE was a larger gathering than usual on Monday, 
at the Royal United Service Institution, to hear Captain 
Colomb’s second paper on the “ Attack and Defence of 
Fleets.” The lecturer, after briefly summarizing the 
bases of naval tactics, as drawn out in detail in his 
former paper, p’ ed to show that all nations had 
assumed the “ end-on ” position as that in which ships 
composing fleets must, in future, maintain towards their 
enemies. That fact,a speed of ten knots, a turning 
power of some two minutes through eight points of the 
compass on an are whose radius was two and a-half 
times the length of ten ships, were the limiting condi- 
tions of formation and movement of a modern fleet. 
There were then the three weapons—gun, ram, and tor- 
pedo--by which fleets might be attacked or defended, 
and amongst which the choice lay. Speaking of the 
gun, it was held that, at 1,000 yards, only about 10 
per cent. of shot fired at sea would strike a ship perma- 
nently at that distance and bioadside on. It was shown 
that when two fleets were approaching each other end- 
on at ten knots, the range was altering at the rate of 110 
yards in ten seconds. “Under such circumstances,” 
observed the lecturer, “to fire was to waste powder.” 
Hence he did not think that bow fire—now so much 
sought after—was useful, except when in chase of a 
retiring foe. Coming to the ram, he considered that, 
while it was the chief weapon of the attack upon a sin- 
gle ship, the end-on position of the ships in a fleet form- 
ation was a complete defence against it, and pushed it 

k in a fleet action to a subordinate office. Of the 
arvey torpedo Captain Colomb qualified a more favor- 
able opinion he had formerly expressed. He did not 
think it an effective fleet weapon at the present mo- 
ment, and appeared disinclined to s 





of the civitized world. 


peculate on its fu-| G 


In the absence of faith in the rfm or torpedo as the 
chief weapon for a fleet to use, Captain Colomb fell back 
upon the gun, and held that the main object of fleet 
strategy was still, as ef yore, to bring the fire of your 
whole fleet on a part of your enemy’s. Dividing the 
a formations in which fleets might fight into four 
our classes—namely, the extended front and small 
depth ; the narrow front and great depth; equality of 
front and depth ; and the system of isolated attacks by 
groups on pelotons; he went on to say that, practically, 
the two first classes included the two last, and then en- 
deavored to show that in his opinion a battle between 
two formations in extended front would give no decided 
advuntage to either side. The two fleets would pass 
through each other discharging a point-blank broadside 
fire at the moment of passing, and re-forming at the dis- 
tance of about a mile for another inter-passage of the 
same kind. He drew particular attention to his view 
that no effective ramming could take place in such a 
battle, and that as only three minutes would elapse be- 
tween the two fleets getting into range and their shock, 
there was no time either for manceuvring or for effective 
bow fire. 

On these grounds the lecturer held it false strategy to 

meet an extended front in the same formations; and, 
showing the nature of an attack by a narrow front and 
great depth on an extended front, held that the former 
was the proper formation to assume. It could advance 
within 2, or 3,000 yards, or within three or four min- 
utes of time upon the extended front without disclosing 
the nature of the attack. It might then cut through 
the centre of the enemy’s line, or pass close by either 
flauk by a very slight movement to right or left and 
without any signal. The result would be to bring the 
whole fleet, ship after ship, fresh, clear of smoke, at in- 
tervals of a few seconds, upon one or two of the ene- 
my’s, who would be continually involved in smoke, and 
unable to see how the attack was progressing. Their 
ships would receive the successive broadsides of the 
whole attacking force without being able to return more 
than one, or at the most two, rounds. Captain Colomb 
was strongly condemnatory of compromises in forma- 
tion, such as the equal front and depth, and held that an 
audacious determination to “win all or lose all” was 
the best policy. He also condemned the isolated attacks 
of pelotons, and thought that if a peloton was met by 
an equal number of ships in line ahead employing the 
attack described, it would suffer defeat. 
In the discussion which followed, Admiral Sir G. Sar- 
torius, spoke on the ram question, not so much denying 
the lecturer’s positions as maintaining that the condi- 
tions of naval war were even more changed than he ad- 
mitted. Commander E. Dawson defended the peloton 
by asserting that its formation would not be maintained 
in practice, and held that there would be no such clear 
passage through each other by two fleets as was im- 
agined. 








FIELD ARTILLERY. 


THE London Engineer of December 8, summarizes a 
report just printed by the British War office, containing 
a summary of the proceedings of the committee on 
“ High-Angle and Vertical Fire from Rifled Howitzers 
and Mortars,” and on “ Muzzle-loading Rifled Guns of 
Large Calibre for Field Service,” to which we have not 
before had space to refer. The report in question, which 
is made with reference to the 16-pounder gun, now re- 
commended for the service by this committee, commen- 
ces by relating the preliminary steps that brought the 
committee to the final aspect of the question. They 
were, it seems, informed that ‘‘ the great object in view 
was to ascertain and lay down defénitely what should be 
the weight and calibre of the largest class of rifled guns 
suitable for field service.” Certain existing bronze guns 
—9-pounder smooth bores, of 13 cwt. and 10 cwt.—were 
placed at the disposal of the committee, which guns they 
converted into rifled 20-pounder howitzers; these gave, 
as might be expected, unsatisfactory results. On the 
17th of January, 1871, accordingly, trial was made of a 
gun, whose weight was 11 cwt. 2 qr. 21 lb.,its calibre 
was 3°6 inches, and its preponderance 10 lb. Its shrap- 
nel weighed 16 lv. 5 3-4 oz., and its common shell was 
10°25 inches long. It conformed, in fact, with the re- 
quired conditions, and this gun in all essentials corre- 
sponds with that finally recommended for adoption into ~ 
the service. An important question, however, arose, be- 
fore this conclusion was arrived at. “The attention of 
the committee was drawn to the advantage of a 33 inch 
bore for a 16-pounder gun, for which bore, it was con- 
tended, a projectile might by constructed capable of 
sustaining velocity longer than any other projectile of 
the same weight,” and we must assume of tho 3°6 inch 
calibre. Comparing the projectiles of the two calibres 
as to their powers of flight, it appeared that, supposing 
them both to start with an initial velocity of 1,350 feet, 
their remaining velocities at 1,000 yards would be 1,052 
feet per second for the smailer, and 1,020 for the larger 
calibre; and at 2,000 yards range their respective velo- 
cities would be 920 feet and 889 feet per second. So it 
was agreed to make trial of a gun of 3°3 inch calibre, as 
it was found that the useful capacity of the shrapnel 
shell would not be materially affected by the decrease of 
diameter, and the twist of 1 to 25 was given to this gun. 
The two guns then “ were tried at Shoeburyness, both 
having the same length of bore, and both being rear 
vented. It was found that the reduced calibre gave an 
increase in length of 2 inches to the cartridge, and inter- 
fered with the rapidity of ignition of the powder, so 
that the initial velocity of the 33 inch gun was only 
1,307 feet, against 1,358 feet obtained with the 3°6 inch 
gun. Fired at 2 degrees of elevation, the smaller calibre 
ranged 1,057 yards, the larger 1,187. At 9 degrees, the 
smaller 2,172 and the larger 2,228; but fired at 10 \de- 
grees elevation the projectile of the former gun had suc- 
ceeded in overtaking that of the latter, obtaining at this 
elevation a range of 3,619, against 3,596.” The powder 
employed throughout was that known as service R. L. 
The accuracy of the two guns was about the same, 
The 3°6 inch bore was therefore recommended. 





ture, for which, by the way, he was severely handled by 
Commander Pusey. 





The Hngineer, in criticising the report, thinks that, 
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since the 3.3-inch gun has proved itself superior in all 
respects at long ranges, and superior in striking velocity 
at 1,000 yards and over, that it should not be condemned 
because at the shorter ranges it has a “date of ar- 
rival” of a small decimal part of a second greater than 
its rival, or because its trajectory is, under these cir- 
cumstances, 2 in. or 3 in. higher. Is it, it exclaims, 
the great object to get in theshot as guickly as possible? 
Tf two men fight one may be the stronger, but his ad- 
versary may get his blowin first ; he may, in short, give 
him a‘ black eye before he has time to strike. We find 
the shell of a larger calibre may, at a certain rage, per- 
haps strike the object .02 of a second souner than its 
rival, and its path may be an inch or two lower in the 
air. If this is the argument, we ought indeed to insist 
on our gunners being trained to drill with rapidity. If 
the decimal part of a second in the date of arrival of a 
projectile is of such pre-eminent importance, it is sad to 
reflect how many times .02 of a second may be lost by a 
cough, almost by a wink. 

As to the trajectories of the shells, it appears that at 
3,000 yards and over the tables are turned, for here we 
are informed the one of smaller calibre has “ overtaken” 
its rival, and won the race. No great stress seems laid 
on this circumstance, the range being a long one, only 
500 yards short of two miles. But we must recollect 
that we are discussing reserve artil’ery, in which range 
and power at long ranges areof primary consequence. 
The fact is we are now coming to, the most important 
ground on which the smaller calibre might claim that 
advantage. Reserve artillery strike the decisive blows 
in battle; in almost all cases the guns are brought up 
and called upon to open fire, in the teeth of, at all events, 
some pieces already in action. This is a service that 
may be one of great difficulty and danger. 
Okouneff, the most enthusiastic advocate for massing 
guns, considers that it is impossible for batteries to 
come into action under the fire of a really powerful ar- 
tillery with a hope of success. Surely under these cir- 
cumstances it is difficult to insist too strongly on reserve 
artillery having a superiority in range, and in power at 
long ranges, over light or ordinary field batteries. Sup- 
pose the order given to bring up the reserve guns for a 
decisive movement. Every fifty yards the batteries ad- 
vance they become subject to a great augmentation of 
casualties, not only because during such an advance they 
are exposed, and are liable to be crippled or checked, 
but because they are coming under a fire which is grow- 
ing each moment more powerful, and which, as yet, they 
have not answered; because they may be traversing 
ground over which the enemy have been, as it were, 
practicing, and of which they know,the range of every 
spot, and because every 50 yards they have to move in- 
creases the difficulty of opening fire simultaneously, and 
generally necessitates the batteries closing on each other 
laterally. Here, then, the stand is to be made. The 16- 
pounder, of 36 in. calibre, can hardly be said to be 
superior in range to the field batteries already in ser- 
vice; nay, it remains to be shown that it is at all 
superior in ,this respect to the Armstrong 12-pounder, 
which has so long been our field-battery gun, for, though 
the projectile of the 3°6-in. gun has a higher initial 
velocity, the resistance of the air acts with more bower 
on it, so that the 12-pounder may even have the greater 
range at the higher angles of elevation. 

It is curious, however, that ‘the committee have con- 
ceded one advantage that might have been urged in 
favor of the 3°6 in. bore as compared with the 33 in. 
bore, viz., that the shell must have the superiority in 
interior capacity, from the fact that it is more compact 
in its form than its more elongated rival. This ought 
to tell both on the number of bullets contained in its 
shrapnel and in the bursting charge of its common shell. 
It seems, however, from the report that this is not very 
manifest, probably from the fact that the bullets happen 
to be of a size fitting with less loss of space in the shell 
of smaller calibre. On the other hand, we cannot but 
believe that, had any extended trial been made at long 
ranges, the smaller calibre would have proved its superi- 
ority in accuracy in flight. 








THE Nashville, Tenn. Banner in a notice of the death 


of General R. 8. Ewell, of the late Confederate service, 
Says : 

General Ewell was sick only fifteen days. On the 
sixth day of his illness he had grown so much better 
and was in such good spirits,that he desired the win- 
dows of his room to be raised for the admission of the 
cool, invigorating air. But the effect was too severe for 
his weakened system, and he sank into a relapse and 
never rallied. For the eight or nine days which followed 
he was alternately better and worse—hanging all the 
time between life and death. His noble, warm-hearted 
wife, who had anxiously and vigilantly watched beside 
his sick-bed, through weariness and want of rest, suc- 
cumbed tothe same fatal disease. Though no one had 
announced to him her death, he said that he guessed the 
terrible truth, because he saw that “a pall had fallen 
upon the house.” His senses had become so keenly sus- 
ceptible to everything transpiring around*him, that even 
the thoughts of his attendants seemed laid bare to his 
perception. After he had made his will and other ar- 
rangements for the disposition of his property, and after 
he had been informed that his race was almost run, he 
remarked, with the calm simplicity characteristic of him, 
“T don’t want any monument raised over me; only a 
plain head-stone and foot-stone, like those over the 
graves of my father and my mother in Virginia. = rank 
while in the Confederate service might be inscribed upon 
one of the stones, but I wish nothing in the inscription 
which will cast any reflection upon the Government of 
the United States.” 

‘When the corpse of his wife, shrouded and in the cof- 
fin, was taken into his room, just previous to their bein 
sent to Nashville, Wednesday morning, he was rai 
up from his pillow that he might look upon her face for 
the last time. He was too weak to show any emotion, 
but whispered a wish that her funeral might be delayed 
a0 that both might take place at the same time, and both 
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be laid side by side in the same grave. “ They were 
beautiful in their lives, and in death they were not di- 
vided.” 

GENERAL H. W. Stocum recently delivered a very 
interesting lecture in Brooklyn upon the subject of his 
experience during the war. His first introduction to 
the Volunteer service was thus alluded to: 


When I look back to the time when Fort Sumter was 
first fired upon, I consider it as interesting as any other 
period during the war. Our ple were then very 
ignorant of war, and at that time, although I had served 
five years in the Regular Army of the United States, I 
had never seen 150 men together. When Mr. Lincoln 
called for 75,000 troops, there were thousands of people 
in the North who thought that he had called for too 
large a number of men, but before the close of the war 
more than 70,000 men were lost in one campaign from 
one army. How little we appreciated what was before 
us, I recollect when the news first came to me that 
troops were being raised in this State, that I packed my 
a and went to Albany, where I told the Gover- 
nor that I had been bred an artilleryman, and should 
like to raise a battery. The Governor told me that that 
could not be done, asthe did not know that they were 
going to have any artillery in this war. (Laughter.) 
I do not say that as indicating the Governor’s ignorance, 
but that was the reply he made to me; so I left him, 
and some time after reaching home I was informed 
through the press that they were organizing troops at 
Elmira, and I thought it was my duty to go there and 
aid them. I found some fifteen or twenty companies 
there, and as soon as the officers knew that I was a 
aduate of West Point, they commenced to talk of me 
as their colonel. I was taken on one side by an officer 
who said to me, if I would make the Rev. Mr. So-and-so 
chaplain of the regiment, “I can get the votes of our 
boys for you.” Another offered te get me the votes of 
his men if I would make some one else quartermaster, 
and I found that it was just as it is in politics here in 
Brooklyn—a man must promise all the subordinate 
places before he can get a position. They had appointed 
eight o’clock as the time for the meeting to take place, 
and when I attended I told them frankly all that had 
been going on, and that I should not make any such 
terms. I then started for home a second time, and 
when I reached there I found a telegram awaiting my 
arrival, telling me that I had been unanimously elected 
colonel, without any restriction being: imposed. 














FOREIGN MILITARY AND NAVAL ITEMS. 


THE Havana papers publish some curious statistics 
regarding the importation into the Island of Cuba of the 
arms intended for the use of the army and volunteers. 
Since November 1, 1868, there have been introduced, 
Remington rifles, 40,280; Peabody, 5,551; Peabody car- 
bines, 1,874; counting also the arms consigned to Spain, 
the total result is 92,266, at a cost of $1,450,000 gold. 

In Paris during the siege, they found out how to make 
artificial milk. The following is the recipe: Dissolve 
one and a half ounces of sugar in a quart of water; add 
an ounce of dry albumen and from 15 to 30 grains of 
soda, and then make an emulsion of the whole with from 
one and a half to two ounces of olive oil. Gelatine may 
be substituted for albumen. Slaughter-house fat was 
used in Paris for the olive oil. It is said that one firm 
in Paris made daily 132,000 gailons of this sweet mix- 
ture. 

THE last of the several Armstrong systems of rifled 
guns, all of which have long ceased to be manufactured, 
is being withdrawn from service. Nine-pounder muzzle- 
loading guns are to be issued in lieu, rifled on an im- 
provement of the ‘‘ Woolwich” system, which, six years 
ago, superseded the Armstrong “shunt ” system in heavy 
guns. The improvement on the “ Woolwich” grooving 
consists in the abolition of the gaining twist, and in ap- 
proximating the cross section of the groove to the Scott 
centrical system. 

“Tr may not, perhaps, be generally known,” says 
Broad Arrow, “that the torpedo which is being made in 
the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, in such large numbers for 
the defence of the coast is the invention of an English- 
man, who took it to Russia, where it was last year pur- 
chased fora large sum by a commission sent over for 
that purpose by the English Government. Increased 
activity is also noticeable in the shell foundry of the 
Royal Laboratory, where a number of heavy orders are 
on hand, and the building is being extended over an ad- 
ditional area of about 2,000 superficial feet. A wooden 
contrivance to enable the torpedo to float on the surface 
of the water is also being made in the Royal Laboratory 
Department, and adds considerably to the activity ob- 
servable in that department. 

A WRITER in the Spectateur Militaire asserta that in 

ractice the Prussians do not make so much use as they 
a in theory of the company unit, and remarks that in 
theory they do not rely so much on the use of “a com- 
pany of 250, aa on that of a Prussian company command- 
ed by @ Prussian captain, which is equivalent (they 
think) to a battalion of any other army.” The critic re- 
marks that an engagement might become a series of lit- 
tle detached fights, to the grand detriment of the gene- 
ral plan of battle, and that no matter how intelligent 
the officers and men may be, no skill could com te 
for the want of 600 men on the point of a line of col- 
umns of cempany where the enemy had thrown a com- 
plete battalion as a kind of wedge end of a concentrated 
movement. 

THE Prussian Government has carried into effect its 
project for establishing a volunteer service in connection 
with the military management of railways in time of 
war. The new service consists of a number of battalions, 
each of which is subdivided into four companies, with 
an aggregate numerical strength equal to that of a bat- 
talion of pioneers. In the new service all the soldiers 
have been trained not merely in the theoretical and 

ractical management of engines and rolling stock, but 
fo the construction of railway lines, and, in order to in- 





orease the of the « as to the 
diffic ahr a apt 6 tered in an Sasaag?s coud: all 
the men ing to the companies of infantry or pion- 
eers who actually served in the railways during the late 
war with France, will be drafted into the abel organ- 
ized body. It is proposed that one of the Prenton lines 
should in future be entirely worked by this newly or- 


ganized service. 

THx duties of American consuls in Asiatic ne seem 
to be somewhat various, to judge from the description 
given by the Overland China Mail, of a t action 

formed by Mr. John Dodd, at present U. 8. Consul at 
‘amsui, Formosa, on the occasion of the wreck of the 
French bark Adele, which, it will be remembered, took 
place in a typhoon on the 9th of A at Kelung.’ 
At 9 o’clock on the evening of the 9th, Mr. Dodd swam 
off to render assistance to the British schooner Anne, 
and at 1 o’clock A. M., of the 10th, he swam off to the 
Adele with a rope, one end of which was held by the peo- 
- on shore. He succeeded, after many narrow escapes 

m being dashed to pieces on the rocks and pieces of 
broken spars, in reaching the ill-fated vessel, whose crew 
were of course delighted to see him. After some persua- 
sion on his part, four of the crew were induced to trust 
themselves to the rope and reached the shore in safety. 
Mr. Margary, of the consulate, then swam off with the 
assistance of the line, and he and Mr. Dodd took a man 
with a broken leg on shore between them. In ubout 
half-an-hour all hands with the exception of two men in 
the fore part of the ship, were rescued; and as the shi 
was rapidly breaking in two, it was exceedingly dist. 
cult to get at them. Mr. Dodd made an attempt, how- 
ever, but at first was unsuccessful he being washed over- 
board by a tremendous sea, and sucked under a lot of 
wreck. It seemed almost as if he must be lost, but after 
some little time he freed himself from the wreck; not 
until he had been most severely bruised and cut. Mr. 
Dodd although in this sad plight, succeeded in ssocking 
the ship once mere and by daylight of the 10th 
saved the whole of the crew. Mr. Dodd of course suf- 
fered for some time from the exposure he had been sub- 
jected to, having been in the water for about eight hours 
during the night ; but he has entirely recovered. The 
French consul has written to his Government in 
most flattering terms of Mr. Dodd’s bravery, as he 
might well do, and that gentlemen will, we hope, receive 
some recognition of his successful and humane efforts. 


THE “ Financial Reform Almanack” gives the follow- 
ing details with reference to the military and naval de- 
fences of Great Britain. It appears that the total num- 
ber of officers of the British army (from field-marshal to 
lieutenants) is 11,450 (7,826 of whom are on the active 
list, 1,445 retired on full-pay, and 1,408 on half-pay). In 
the “regular” forces there are 31 regiments of cavalry, 
1 of royal artillery, 1 of royal engineers, and 150 of in 
fantry, the total number of een being 181. In the 
“irregular” (yeomanry, light-horse, volunteers, and 
ge rifles) yet are 69 . ar sats 35 He the in- 

regiments (militia and volunteers ; making 
a total number of regiments, 420. The navy list com- 
rises 316 steamships of war, with 5,008 gins, of 607,- 

9 tons burthen, and of 116,377 horse-power. There 
are also 60 screw steam gunboats, 33 small steam-ves- 
sels, tugs, etc., employed in harbor service, 56 sailing 
vessels, 118 others ep in harbor service, 45 coast- 
guard cruisers, and 40 coastguard watch vessels. The 
total number of vessels, therefore, is 580. The number 
of admirals is 303; of captains and commanders, 1,515; 
and the grand total of all officers is 4,154. The Financial 
Reformer ruefully observes: “It will be found that we 
have one admiral and the 7th part of one for every two 
vessels, great and small; of captains and commanders, 
1,515, or nearly three apiece for each of them, big and 
little. And so with the army. With only 5 more 
generals, there would be one for every two of the 181 
regiments. Lacking 3 only, there is a lieutenant-gener- 
al for each of them; and for every regiment there are 
two major-generals, with 119 to spare, 6 colonels, with 
125 over, 28 lieutenant-colonels, and 6 majors, with 49 
supernumeraries. Proportionally, therefore, if not actu- 
ally, we are more abundantly supplied with officers than 
even the great military powers of the Continent. 


THE disastrous explosion which took place at Messrs. 


Prentice’s gun-cotton works, at Stowmarket, England, 
in August last, led to the ——— by the British 
Secretary of State for War, of a committee to investigate 


certain points connected with the manufacture and em- 
ployment of gun-cotton; and this committee has just is- 
sued a brief preliminary report in which they state first 
that the various reports of the Royal Engineers on the 
use of gun-cotton, and the evidence afforded by officers 
who were examined, were conclusive as to the suitability 
of the material to be employed as an explosive agent for 
military purposes, such as for mines, torpedoes, etc., and 
second that gun-cotton manufactured by Professer Abel’s 
— can be far more thoroughly purified from the 
ree acids than gun-cotton made from long staple cotton 
and produced in the form of ropes or skeins; while evi- 
dence has been afforded that gun-cotton in this latter 
form has been stored for long periods, in some cases as 
long as nine years, and under varying conditions as to 
exposure etc., without alteration. Considerable quanti- 
ties of gun-cotton have been sent out during the past 
three years to hot and damp climates, and on voyages to 
India and Australia without, so far as the committee 
can learn, any accident ensuing; while gun-cotton sup- 
plied from Stowmarket in 1870, and gy pray! for- 
warded to Calcutta, has been stored at the latter place 
for some freer ts without, er pot to 5 Frage —- 
reports, showing any signs of change. ith regard 
the menafoctare the committee speak very briefly ; their 
conclusions, however, being that as the gun-cotton in all 


the stages of manufacture, up to » contains 4 
percentages of water and is y uninflammuble, 
the preparing processes, with the exception of the in 
ing, can be conducted in any locality without danger. 

conclusion the committee state that they “feel no hesi- 
tation in recording their that there isno reason 





ha the War Depertment should relinquish the manu: 
























































































































































436 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 





Fesroary 17, 1872. 








“THE NATIONAL GUARD. 





Wasuineton'’s Bintapay.—We have at all times advo- 
cated a general observance of this day, which has become of 
Military parades have been 
carried 
Gnard and other 
The February 
weather has, however, frequently seriously marred these 
parades, as the condition of the streets during the winter 
seaso2 is to a large degree uncertain and unpromising for 


late years a legal holiday. 
frequently suggested, and in some 
into effect by the! different National 
military commands throughout the Unicn. 


instances 


the troops, if public display is the purpose of the parade. 
Another serious objection to a parade of the First or Second 
divisions of this State, in fact of any portion of the National 
Guard, is the inadequate provision made by the State or 
troops themselves against the weather. Not over half a 
dozen of the regiments of either division have overcoats, and 
even those who boast of these necessary protectors have not 
enough to parade in full strength if so ordered out on the 22d 
inst. Commandants, therefore, who parade their commands 
on these occasions, to insure full ranks are compelled to in- 
sert “‘ without overcoats’? in orders, thereby frequently 
exposing the members to the inclemency of the weather. 
This, as will be observed from the below published orders, 
has been the necessity of the commandant of the Second bri~ 
gade (General Funk), who, with considerable pluck, has seen 
fit to order his brigade out in honor of the day. This bri- 
gade, it is well known,is composed almost entirely of Germans, 
and, despite drawbacks, it sets an example of patriotism not 
generally exhibited on these occasions by the ‘‘ natives.” 
General Funk orders the Second brigade to parade in full 
uniform (without overcoats) on February 22 to celebrate the 
anniversary of the birthday of George Washington. Line 
ill be formed in Lafayette Place by column of companies, 
right resting on Eighth street, at 2 o'clock Pp. M. The Third 
Cavalry will parade mounted. Commandants of regiments 
are directed to report to the chief of staff at the place of for- 
mation as soon as their commands arrive. The line of 
march will be up Broadway and Fourth avenue to Twenty- 
fourth street, through Twenty-fourth street to Madison ave- 
nue, up Madison avenue to Thirty-fourth streeth, through 
Thirty-fourth street to Fifth avenue, down Fifth avenue to 
Fourteenth street, where the brigade will pass in review 
before the brigadier-general commanding, thence through 
Fourteenth street to Broadway, at which point the troops 
will will be dismissed. Colonel Budke, commanding Third 
Cavalry, wili detail one sergeant and ten men (mounted) for 
escort duty. , 

This is the only instance in this vicinity of any large body 
of troops being ordered out in celebration of this anniversary. 
There will of gourse be the annual parades of independent 
organizations and out-of-town militia if the weather is favor- 
able. The majority of the troops, however, will observe the 
occasion by such indoor entertainments as best suits their 
tastes. The Seventy-first will hold a reception at the regi- 
mental armory. The Eighth (Washington Grays) will assem- 
ble in full dress at the State Arsenal for inspection and pre- 
sentation of recruiting medals, and various other smaller 
commands will iake part in celebrating the day and evening. 
Last season we suggested that the officers of the First and 
Second divisions meetin a body and take some measures 
toward forming a National Guard Club, or some means 
whereby they could meet and express their ideas relative to 
furthering the interests of the State service. We learn that 
such an effort is about being started in the First division, 
and we trust it will receive the attention of every National 
Guard officer. An association of this character could, .if 
properly managed, afford much pleasure to its members, in 
addition to carrying great weight as a body when occasion 
requires. 


Turrp Brigape, First Division.—A General Court-mar- 
tial for the trial of delinquent commissioned officers of this 
brigade is appointed to convene at the armory of the Fifty- 
fifth regiment on the 5th day of March next at 8 o’clock 
P.M. Detail for the court : Colonel George D. Scott, Eighth 
regiment; Lieut t-Colonel A. P. Webster, First regi- 
ment; Major C. W. Fuller, Fifty-fifth regiment. Major 
James T. Kilbreth will act as judge-advocate of the court. 

The following officers have been appointed on the brigade 
staff: Brevet-Colonel Walter M. Fleming, surgeon; Captain 
Russell H. Robbins, ordnance officer. 


Forry-seventa Inrantry.—The right wing of this com- 
mand, comprising Companies G, A F, and B, assemb!ed for 
drill at the regimental armory, Brooklyn, E. D., on Monday 
evening. Major Rogers wasin command and the new ad- 
jutant, Lieutenant Hasler, made his debut. The battalion, 
numbering four commands of twelve files each, after the 
formation, which was very creditably performed, executed a 
portion of the movements found in the first parts of the School 
of the Battalion. The movements as a rule were scarcely exe- 
cuted with the precision of the former efforts of this wing, the 
marchings at the offstart being a little unsteady, and the 
cadence of the men faulty. The limited size of the drill- 
room and the frontage of the commands forbid, to a degree, 
diffoult executions, which when undertaken almost always 
resulted in confusion. As the drill progressed, manifest im- 
provement'was observed in the steadiness of the battalion, the 
men becoming thoroughly ‘‘ warmed up’”’ to the work. Ma- 
jor Rogers, we observed, exhibited more care in the delivery 
of commands, allowing greater pauses between the differ. 








ent executions; he, however, did not stop for explanations, al- 
though quick to discern an error, which he never failed to 
correct. 

During the drill a review was given Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Meserole, commanding the Eleventh brigade, who, with 
his staff, was present in uniform. This ceremony was hand- 
somely performed, the battalion being remarkably steady. 
The passage was somewhat cramped on account of the space, 
the battalion first breaking into columns of four, marching 
forward, and forming company at the first change of direc- 
tion to enable them to pass the point of review. The first 
lieutenant of the third company, F, would have done better 
if he had taken pains to salute. The salutes of the other 
officers were exceedingly good; few, however, cast their 
eyes in the direction of the reviewing party. 

Previous to the drill the new company, K, was mustered 
by Major Linnington, the Eleventh brigade inspector. The 
new company numbers forty-seven members, and is com- 
posed of good material. The left. wing drilled on Thursday 
evening last. There will be two more wing drills, and a 
regimental full-dress inspection March 6. 

On the 20th of March the regiment will give a reception 
at the regimental armory, on which occasion the new band, 
composed of leaders, will appear. 


Twevrru Inrantry.—Parades for battalion drill by wing 
are ordered as follows in this command: Companies A, B, C, 
D, and I, February 26; E, F, G, H, and K, February 28. 
Chasseur uniform with leggings will be worn. Assembly at 
7:45 o’clock P. M. at the State Arsenal. The regimental 
board for the examination of non-commissioned Officers will 
assemble at the regimental armory March 6 at 8 o’clock 
p.m. A recruit ciass is directed to be organized as follows: 
Commandants of companies will instruct all recently enlisted 
men to report at the regimental armory February 19 and 21, 
March 5, 7, 11, and 13, at 8 o’clock P. m. First Lieutenants 
Burns and Sprague are detailed as instructors—the former 
on February 19, March 5 and 11, the latter February 21, 
March 7 and 13. Sergeant-Major Snodgrass and Sergeant 
Manly will report for duty to Lieutenant Burns; Ordnance 
Sergeant Auten and Sergeant Angus to Lieutenant Sprague, 
on the evenings indicated. 

TwentTY-THIRD Inrantry.—The following details of this 
command will assemble at the State Arsenal, Brooklyn, in 
fall fatigue unitorm (black cross-belts), for ‘drill and inspec- 
tion, as below : February 15, Companies A, B, C, D, E, and 
F; March 4, Companies A, B, C, G, I, and K; March 12, 
Companies D, E, F,G,I, and K. Rull call at 7:45 p.m. 
Members will provide themselves with white gloves for each 
of the above evenings. Sashes are not to be worn. Under 
expulsions in General Orders No. 1, Coshart should read 
Carhart. So much of General Orders No. 1, series of 1872, 
as conflicts with this order is hereby revoked. 

The regiment will inaugurate a series of band and prom~ 
enade concerts on Saturday evening at Burnham’s Gymna- 
sium, corner of Smith and Schermerhorn streets, Broaklyn. 
These concerts are offered at popular prices of admission (fifty 
cents), and will undoubtedly be well worth the amount ex- 
pended, and the net proceeds thereof add largely to the uni- 
form fund of the regimental band, for whose benefit they 
are given. The music, as usual, wil! be under the direction 
of Messrs, Papst and Conterno, and its quality and quantity 
suitable to all tastes. There will be five concerts in the 
series, the first as above stated, the others taking place on 
the evenings of March 9 and 23, and April 13 and 27. 
TweEnty-seconD Inrantry.—The second promenade con- 
cert of this command occurred at the armory on Monday 
evening. The large drill-room was well lighted and warmed, 
and the concert in a measure successful, the attendance 
being somewhat limited, and the music scarcely up to the 
standard. The programme was promptly executed from be- 
ginning to end, and the musicians performed their part like 
men. The audience strolled about the room and prattled soft 
nothings, and looked pleased, and tried to look numerous; 
bat twice as many people would have looked lonesome in 
that great room. The style of the audience was uncommonly 
good, many gentlemen were in evening dress half hidden by 
overcoats, and the ladies were nearly all in elegant toilets. 
But the main feature of the entertainment—the music—was 
bad, because the selections were inferior. The finest band in 
the world could not have made a pleasing concert from that 
programme ; a series of variations on unmusical themes is 
simply tiresome, like conversation on dull subjects. We re- 
gret that so fine a band as that of the Twenty-second regi- 
ment should waste its skill upon such indifferent composi- 
tions. 


Sgventy-First Inrantry.—The left wing of this com- 
mand, comprising companies H, I, B, D, and F, assembled 
at tke State Arsenal on Monday evening for drill and in- 
struction, Lieutenant-Colonel Vose in command. The drill, 
like that of the right wing, was not a public one, the 
doors being promptly closed at the hour of formation and 
late members being excluded from the drill. The battalion 
formed five commands of twelve files, and the movements 
were performed with care, but not with the satisfaction of 
the drill of the right wing. Lieutenant-Colonel Vose is 
working hard for the interests of the regiment, and constantly 
exhibiting excellent traits as an instructor. The members 
have shown more attention than usual at these drills, and 
the result will undoubtedly add to the practical advancement 
of the regiment. : 





type, was unfortunately reduced to the rank of captain in 
the last issue of the JounNAL, expects to assume command of 
the regiment next week, but early in April will leave for 
Europe on a short business and pleasure tour. Under the 
circumstances, would it not be well for the colonel to have 
his leave of absence extended until his return? These con- 
stant changes are apt to create confusion in the regiment. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Vose on the 9th inst. was the recipient 
of an expensive and exceedingly elegant set of horse equip- 
ments, the generous gift of his personal and business friends. 
The equipments are of the most modern pattern, triple gold - 
mounted plating, all bearing the neat monographie initials 
of the officer for whom they were made. The presentation 
took place at the office of Colonel Vose, and the event was 
the occasion of a happy reunion of the recipient and his 
many personal friends. The cost of the equipments was in 
the neighborhood of $300, but the valuation is but a small 
consideration when compared with the spirit of the donators 
and the appreciation of the officer interested. 


Tae Pay or THE Firry-rcurts.—lIt will be remembered 
that this command was called into service by the authoritieg 
of Rochester, New York, on the 2d of January, and con- 
tinued on duty several days gvarding the jail in that city 
against the assaults of a mob who desired to lynch a prisoner 
confined therein for a heinous crime. The troops, it will 
likewise be remembered, fired on the mob, killing and 
wounding several persons, for which action, it was after- 
wards declared, they were partially justified under the cir- 
cumstances; but as the final investigation of the affair has 
never come to hand, we are unable to form an opinion as to 
this. It is evident, however, that the troops fired without 
the word ‘of command, showing lack of discipline. Still, 
there is only one measure to adopt with a mob, and experi- 
ence shows that the most rigorous is generally the most 
merciful. It seems that the troops were ordered out in com- 
pliance with a demand of the sheriff of the county, which 
read as follows : 

To Brigadier-General Charles H. Clark. 

Fearing that a riot and breach of the peace may occur at the jail 
of Monroe county, I, the sheriff of said county, do hereby, in pur- 
suance of the statute in such case made and provided, require of 
you a company of military under your command, armed and equip- 
ped as the law directs, to aid me in protecting said jailor quelling 
any riot or breach of the peace, and you report forthwith to me at 
said jail with a company of men under your command ready for 
service. 

In accordance with this the Bcard of Supervisors 
of the county decided some time since to pay the 
claims of the military for its services, but at the 
same time resolved that all officers above non-com- 
missioned officers be allowed the pay proper of the 
United States officers as it was in March 19, 1870, the date 
of the passage of the Military Code (chapter-80, session laws 
of 1870), as follows, per day: Brigadier-General, $4 13}; 
colonel, $3 66%; lieutenant-colonel, $3 16%; assistant ad- 
jutant-general, $3 16%; major, $2 66%; surgeon, $2 663; 
captain, ‘$2 334; assistant surgeon, $2 33}; adjutant, 
$2 11; quartermaster, 2 11; commissary, 2 11; first iieu- 


tenant, $2; second lieutenant, $1 83+}. The officers of the 
regiment have declined this pay as inadequate ac- 
ccording to law, and at a meeting declared their inlention 
of taking legal steps to force the county to pay them in accor- 
dance with the laws of the State, as laid down under certain 
sections of the Military Code applicable to same. The 
Supervisors, it seems, have offered payment under sections 
15 and 16 of the Military Code, which provide for the em- 
ployment of a temporary guard; but the officers, very prop- 
erly, it seems, claim they were called on for military duty 
under article 14, section 242, and are therefore entitled to 
the pay provided under article 11, section 165 and following. 
The matter is of little significance, at best, and is only a 
test of the law on the part of the officers. 


Various Irems.—At the annyal meeting of Company G, 
Twelfth Infantry, Captain McGowan, held on the evening of 
February 6, the following civil officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: President, Lieutenant John E. Walker ; Vice- 
President, Lieutenant William H. Kirby, Jr.; Treasurer, 
Captain Charles I. McGowan; Secretary, Sergeant Bernard 
McGowan; Court-martial, Lieutenant Kirby, Sergeant 
Rabell, Privates J. Washburn, Wm. Von Grichton, and T. 
G. Angus; Finance Committee, Corporal F. H. Ryberg, 
Privates Wm. H. Jeens and C. F. Goeller; Recruiting Com- 
mittee, Sergeant McGowan, Privates V. C. Ryberg and J. R. 
Potter; Armory Committee, Sergeant C. F. Rabell, Corporal 
Wm. McPherson, and Private P. McGrain...... At the annual 
meeting of Company F, Thirteenth regiment, held on the . 
9th ult., the following officers and committees were elected 
for the ensuing year, viz. : President, Captain H. H. Beadle; 
Secretary, Corporal E. F. Merriam; Financial Secretary, 
Private S. P. Noyes; Treasurer, Private C. E. Strong; Fi- 
nance Committee, First Lieutenant John W. Miles, Jr., Cor- 
poral William E. Dixon, Private W. B. Walsh ; Recruiting 
Committee, Privates C. J. Brakspeare, John Wallace, H. E. 
Stevens; Court-martial, First Lieutenant John W. Miles, 
Jr., Sergeant Lewis Payne, Privates F. A. Gay, Thomas 
Cosgrove, Charles F. Williams...... We would suggest to com- 
manders the expediency of being more explicit in some por- 
tions of orders issued to members of their commands. Army 
phraseology, perhaps, in some instances, is concise, and 
its use commendable; but when regimental or company 
commandants of the National Guard wish to call the atten- 
tion of the members to any neglected portion of former 
orders, it is advisable to republish those paragraphs, instead 





L Colonel Rockafellar, who, by the way, by an error of the 


of merely desiguating the paregraph, number of the orders, 
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and periodical series, as not one member in a hundred files | to see Congress take hold of the matter, and have the National 
Guard established all over the Union. By an amendment to the 


e 
militia law we are now designated as the National Guard State of | ;ise, Second Lieutenant D 
; Hudson, First Lieutenant John 8. Cheeney 


or preserves these documents......[t isstated that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Frederick W. Obernier, of the Twenty-eighth regi- 
ment, will shortly “resign. The loss of this officer will un- 
doubtedly affect the regiment. By the way, Major Wills 
of this command was “ pleasantly annoyed ’’ on the evening 


Minnesota. 

The court-martial order referred to, is issued from the Headquar- 
ters of the State, and was appointed to “‘ meet at the parlor of the 
Pioneer Hook and Ladder Company, corner Wabashaw and Fifth 
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Deodat B. Russell ; I, First Lieutenant Ezra A. D. Wilson, Second 
Lieutenant John Scantlin. 


First Section Light Artillery. 
First Lieutenant Reuben W. Hadley, Second Lieutenant Augus- 


of the 9th instant by a serenade offered by the members of | streets, St. Paul, Minn., at 7:30 P. m., on the 30th day of January, | tus N. Bennett. 


his former command, Company H, assisted, musically, of 

course, by the regimental band, under the direction of its 

leader, Mr. Peter Frank. At the conclusion of the musical 

feast, the company, band, and followers were nicely ‘‘ taken 

in’’ and a feast of another character offered by the hospit- 

able Major. ‘Wine (but not women) and song’’ then 

naturally occupied the attention of all until ‘*cock-crow.” 

canna Captain J. C. Julius Langbein has resigned his position 

in the First Infantry, his term of service having expired. 

He has received an honorable discharge, and took farewell 

of his company on the 8th instant...... Company G, Seventy- 

first Infantry, Captain Abram L. Webber, propose a com- 

pany entertainment next month, but not to be given at the 

regimental armory. Sergeant James M. Gale has been ap- 

pointed first sergeant of this command. Colonel Harry 

Rockafellar proposes visiting Europe in about six weeks. 

He has been invited to act as special agent of the National 
Rifle Association, and will inquire into and gain all pos- 
sible information for the benefit of the association, to which 
organization he will report in detail on his return....... The 
Pretestant Association parade next week (Wasbington’s 
birthday) but the arrangements are such that we do not an- 
ticipate any trouble. Several regiments of the National 
Guard have been invited to participate, but have either failed 
to reply or offered an excuse. As the Second brigade will be 
under arms on that day, ample provisions are therefore made 
for any party who may feel like disturbing the peace of the 
city...... The remains of General Anderson are at present in 
Marble Cemetery, Second street, New York city. A vault is 
being prepared at West Point for their reception, and when 
completed the ceremonies, religious and military, will take 
place. The Seventh, Ninth, and Seventy-first N. G@. have 
tendered their services. The Regular troops in the harbor 
will also participate in the obsequies...... The third New 
York Veteran Association is about being organized, and a 
call will be shortly issued by Major Karcher, of the Thirty- 
second N. G. 8. N. Y., toward formiag a permanent organi- 
zation for mutual benefit and social intercourse of the former 
members of the New York State Volunteers...... The Cox 
court-martial meet on Monday. We trust for all concerned 
that the work of this court will be short and decisive...... The 
system of forming regimental recruit classes, as introduced 
by the Twenty-second, is being rapidly adopted in the Na- 
tional Guard, and will be productive of good results......The 
Seventh s armory bill is having 2 hard time of it in the Le- 
gislature, and demonstration from the reserve neighborhood 
are going forward rapidly......The First Cavalry, we learn, 
has made an application to be reduced to a battalion. We 
fear it is already to much reduced to be effective as a Nation- 
al Guard command......Why is the Eleventh so silent since 
Colonel Vilmers assumed command? It is a leng time since 
we have heard from it...... The First brigade commander and 
staff are liberally disposed to aid the Twenty-second in re. 
fiitting its fire-injured armory...... The medallion of Colonel 
Fisk, executed by Major Edwin F. Cole, ordnanee depart- 
ment State Arsenal, New York city, can be obtained, at re- 
duced rate, on application to Geo. W. Hill, agent, armory 
Ninth regiment......The famous Washington Continentals, 
Company B, Fourth Infantry, will parade on the 22d inst., 
and afterward hold a banquet at the Delevan House, Albany, 
| oe A 


OUT OF-TOWN ITEMS. 


Minnesota.—Advices from different sources continue to 
encourage us in our efforts to establish a permanent National 
Guard throughout the Union, and we trust the day is not 
far distant when the Genéral Government and that of the 
different States will see more necessity for aiding our citizen 
soldiery in their struggle to gain a knowledge of war in times 
of peace. Evidence from every portion of the Union indicate 
conclusively that the spirit is willing and the flesh not weak 
on the part of the young men of the country. It requires 
only a more liberal sapport of those directly concerned— 
the General and State governments. 

Colonel A. P. Connolly, commanding the First Infantry 
N. &. 8. M., in a letter to us gives some interesting particu- 
lars of the doings of the State troops, and the numerical 
strength of his command shows the spirit of the young men 
of St. Paul, Minn. In fact, under the circumstances, we are 
surprised that so many men could possibly be kept together 
without receiving State aid or some pecuniary inducements. 
The writer says 

In reference to our militia, we are getting along ‘“‘as well as 
conld be expected under the circumstances.” The adjutant general 


1872, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial of Captain 
John C. Devereux, Company D, First regiment M. N. G., and such 
other prisoners as may be brought before it. Detail for the court : 
Colonel H. G, Hicks, Second M. N. G.; Major John Lunkenheimer, 
Jr., First M. N. G; Captain Albert Scheffer, First M. N. G.; Cap- 
tain Wm. L. McGrath, ordnance officer; Captain John O. Shaw, 
mustering officer; Assis‘ant Surgeon H. G. Hand, First M. N. G. ; 
First Lieutenant W. C. Wilson, First M. N. G.; First Lieutenant 
Zene C. Bohrer, First M. N. G.; Second Lieutenant Fred. W. Dohm, 
First M.N. G. Captain Chas. 8. Bunker, First M. N. G., judge- 
advocate. 


Ruope Istanp.—We have not as yet seen a draft of the 
new militia bill introduced by Colonel La Favor for the re- 

organization of the troops of this State, but we learn it 
is based upon the Military Code of New York State. 

There is one important matter, however, which must be 
borne in mind by the framers of this new law: it is the 
fact that in making these laws for the government of the 
National Guard some power must be given its officers in the 
enforcement of the same, or else the reorganization will not 
show the results expected of it. Itis one thing to reorganize, 
and quite another to hold it in place, or enforce the laws by 
which it is governed. At present, we understand, there is 
some objection to carrying into effect certain ‘clauses which 
may tend to compel every member to strictly perform the 
duties required of him as a member of the National Guard or 
suffer the penalty, and in default of same the full extent 
of the law. While we believe firmly in using every measure 
to make the service as pleasant as possible for its members, 
thereby inculcating a spirit and love for it, we do not by any 
manner of means encourage @ non-enforcement of any of the 
laws by which it is controlled. The evil effect of this bas 
been too often perceived by us, and the consequence in the 
end is demoralization. 

As we understand, the present militia is held together 
merely by the will or inclinations of its members, and there 
is no Jaw whereby a neglectful member can be made to serve 
or perform the duties required of him. Experience shows 
that in the majority of the drganizations of New York State 
the full limit of the lawis but rarely reached, the delinquent 
members paying their court-martial fines and penalties with 
few or no murmurs; but now and then we have instances 


the law, and it has its moral effect in the end. Many an 
organization of the State militia is held together vy the fear 
of the imprisonment act, which otherwise would soon be- 
come extinct. We trust, therefore, in modelling this new law 
some means has been introduced to maintain the standard of 
Rhode Island’s National Guard. 


The First Light Infantry, Captain C. R. Dennis, will holdits 
annual reception at Howard Hall, Providence, on Washing- 
ton’s birthday. The entertainment will be of an elegant 
character, and, as usual, attended by the e/ite of the enter. 
prising city of Providence. 

The United Train, Colonel Allen, is agitating a reception 
to be held next April. Its annual inspection was most suc- 
cessful, some seventy-five men parading, all acting and 
looking well. ‘The usual flow of complimentary rhetoric 
followed the inspection, which, by the way, we trust will 
not be the entire published character of Genvoral Flagg’s 
report of these inspections, for in many instances a sharp 
but just criticism would have a salutary effect on some of the 
organizations of the State militia. 


Connecticut.—This State has thoroughly awoke to the im- 
portance of the National Guard, and has reorganized its forces 
ona more military basis than heretofore with decided ad- 
vantage to their effectiveness. We have received General 
Orders No. 1 from Headquarters of the State, which we 
publish below. These orders show conclusively that the 
State intends to guard against incompetency, and we trust 
the official Examining Board will well perform this very 
essential duty, as the effectiveness of the entire force de- 
pends in the main on the competency of its officers. Give us 
good officers, and we will show well-drilled regiments : 


I. Colonel Charles L. Upham, of West Meriden, Lieutenant- 
Colonel David Torrance, of Birmingham, and Major Thomas Mc- 
Manus, of Hartford, have been appointed an Examining Board to 
examine in military tactics the otficers of the Connecticut National 
Guard. 

II. The Examining Board will convene at Hartford Tuesday, 
March 5, for the examination of the officers of the First regiment ; 
at Norwich, Wednesday, March 6, for the examination of the offi- 
cers of the Third regiment: at New Haven, Thursday, Marci: 7, for 
the examination of the officers of the Second regiment; and at 
B.i'geport Friday, March 8, for the examinaticn of the officers of 
the Fourth regiment. 

III. When assembled, the board will proceed to eximine each 
officer who may appear before it in a thurough course of such tac- 
tics as he would require knowledge of for the proper performance 
of the duties of his position and make return to the Adjutant- 


VI. The following-named officers are ‘ordered to onpest for ex- 
amination at Norwich on Wednesday, the 6th day of March, 1872, 
at 10 o’clock a. m., at the armory of Company B, Third regiment: 
Third Regiment. 
Colonel Nathaniel H. Amer, Lieutenant-Colonel John T. Fan- 
gine, Haber George Havens, First Lieutenant Frederick L. Allen, 
r., adjutant. 
Company A, Captain William E. F. Landers, First Lieutenant 
Nathan P. Noble, Second Lieutenant George W. Avery; B, Second 
Lieutenant Isaac M. Pressey ; ©, First Lieutenant Murty J. Kel- 
ley, Second Lieutenant Wm. H. Kenney; D, Captain William H. 
Tubbs, First Lieutenant William H. Bentley, Second Lieutensnt 
Abner W. Sterry; E, Captain E. Perry Packer, First Lieutenant 
Courtland Babcock, J Bop Docend Lieutenant Bethamy A. Bacon; F, 
Captain George Warren, Jr., First Lieutenant William’ H. Moore; 
G, Captain Edwin P. King, First Lieutenant Henry W. Johnson, 
Second Lieutenant Ed K. King; H, Captain William Soule, 
eee Lieutenaut Charles E. Potter, Second Lieutenant Ira F. 
wis. 

VIL. The following-named officers are ordered to = for ex- 
amination at New Haven on Thursday, the’7th dayo ch, 1872, 
at 10 o'clock s. m., at the office of the Adjutant-General in the 


State House : 
Second Regiment. 


Colonel Stephen R. Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel John H. Bario. 
Company A, First Lieutenant George H. Cowell, Second Lieu- 
tenant William Wilson, Jr.; B, First Lieutenant William F. Vo- 

1, Second 1 ieutenant Isaac Strouse; C, Captain John Cu 

am; D, First Lieutenant Henry D. Phillips, Second Lieutenant 
Bergelius A. Buell; E, Captain ‘Lote Dinger, nd Lieutenant 
Josiah N. Bacon; F, Captain A. OC. Hendrick, First Lieutenant 
Newcomb M. Bassett, Second Lieutenant T. Attwater Barnes ; G, 
Captain Charles R. Bannon, First Lieutenant William 8. Wilson, 
Second Lieutenant Dennis A. Magraw; H, Captain Henry M. 
Smith, First Lieutenant Charles L. Henvigar, Second Lieutenant 
Charles B. Bidwell; I, Captain Dexter W. Parker; K, Captain 
George K. Yale, First Liew t William N. Mix, Second Lien- 
tenant Walter J. Leavenworth. 


Second Section Light Artillery. 
a Lieutenant L. O. Chittenden, Second Lieutenant J. B. Hub- 


ard. 
VIII. The following-named officers are ordered to appear for ex- 
amination at Bridgeport on Friday, the 8th — of March, 1872, at 
10 o’clock a. m., at the armory of Company B, Fourth regiment : 


Fourth Regiment. 


Colonel H. W. R. Hoyt, Lieutenant-Colonel William E. Seeley, 
Major Robert B. Fairchild. 

Company B, Captain Henry North, First Lieutenant Lewis E. 
Cook, Second Lieutenant Charles A. Blakeman; D, Captain James 
C. Crowe, First Lieutenant Edward M. Wheeler, Seccnd Lieutenant 
James A. Brown; E, Second Lieutenant James Sheridan ; F, Cap- 
tain Edwin Lyon, First Lieutenant Stephen A. Stoothoff, Second 
Lieutenant Ephraim Merrill; G, First Lieutenant Edward 8. Da- 
vis; H, Captain Alexander B. Shumwa ; First Lieutenant Edwin 
B. Sanford, Second Lieutenant Henry W. W. a 

IX. Each member of said board will be allowed five dollars per 
day for each day of service rendered, and necessary expenses in- 
curred in the performance of official duty. Accounts for pay and 
expenses, to,ether with proper certificates aud vouchers, will be 
presented to the Adjutant-General. 

Second Infantry.—Colonel Stephen R. Smith announces the fol- 


which, for the good of the service, require the full penalty of | lowing a in the commissioned and non-commissioned 


staff of the Second regiment Connecticut National Guerd, the same 
having been duly commissioned by his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief: Adjutant, Joseph &. A. Baker, of Meriden; Quarter- 
master, 8S. Isadore Bradley; Paymaster, Charles Kimberly: Sur- 
eon, Evelyn L. Bisseli; Assistant Surgeon, Edward H. Riley; 
haplain, Cherles H. Siebke—all of New Haven. The following- 
named officers have been appointed on the non-commissioned staf? 
of the regiment: Sergeant- Major, Eugene C. Hil; Quartermaster- 
Sergeant, Samuel P. Brown; Commissary-Sergeant, Alexander H. 
Buckingham; Hospitel Steward, Emil Gessner; Drum-Major, 
— J. Skinner; Fife-Major, Thomas E. F. Norman—all of New. 
aven. 


A correspondent of the New Haven Union calls the atten- 
, tion of the militia of the State to the importance of the in- 
troduction of rifle practice, and in so doing refers par- 
ticularly to the address of the Vice-President of the 
National Rifle Association, delivered last month before 
the-New York State Military Association, and the action 
taken by the National Rifle Association toward intro- 
ducing this important subject in the National Guard. After 
thus prefacing his remarks the writer says ; 

The spirit of emulation between one company and another can- 
not be Letter fostered than by an endeavor to inaugurate such a 
system (except by competition drills, such as have already been 
started by you). My idea would be to make a fund from voluntary 
contributions of the rank and file for the purchasing yearly of five 
or ten gold or silver medals to the men who shall make the best 
string in six trials, these trials to be held once in two months 
throvghout the year. The judges should be chosen from parties 
outside of the militia, so that no favoritism may be shown. 
tax on the men will not be much, say a half day at a time, which 
the excitement attendant upon the trials will more than repay. 
If this system should gain popularity, an immense i 
be assured to our State should they ever again be cal 
service. 

This system would necessitate the purchasing of two or more 
rifles by each company for the especial purpose of target practice, 
the rer 9 arm being, in my opinion, deficient for accuracy after 
repea’ rings. 

his ought to form one of the subjects for discussion at you 

gatherings of officers, and re 4 be a fruitful source of information 
from which to derive a knowledge of small arms and their capa- 
bilities, at present sealed to all except those who have made them 
4 special study. 

The plan of this correspondent perhaps would work well, 
and create a spirit of emulation among the troops. We, 
however, are surprised at his statement relative to the inac— 
curacy of the present arms in the hands of thetroops. More- 
over, he falls into a grievous error when he recommends 
special rifles for this practice. The arm adopted by the State 
should alone be used by the members for practice. 

The Second is holding battalion drills every week, and 
much interest is manifested therein. Two large com- 
panies are generally divided into four commands, and exe- 


cute such manceuvres as the size of the armories will admit. 


e 


into active 


has crganized three regiments, and they are filling up the compa- | General, giving the name and rank of each officer examined, with | The military of the State is increasing in numbers and disci- 


nis as rapidly as*possible. My regiment numbers now 675 men, 
rank and file. We receive no aid from the State government at all, 
and make our expenses as light as we possibly can; we find it quite 
atax. I have ordered regular monthly drills of the First battalion, 
which is c»mposed of the St. Paul companies; they are well at- 
tended, and I think the companies appreciate them. We are now 
engaged in a court-martial, which will take us a week to dispose of. 
A copy of the orderI enclose. The St. Paul companies are as well 
disciplined as any companies I ever saw, and if we could get the 


Lieutenant Heman A. Tyler, adjutant. 


the result of such examination, and such other information as the 
board may think advisable. 

IV. The colonels of the different regiments will be allowed to be 
present at the examination of the officers of their regiment. 

V. The following-named officers are ordered to appear for ex- 
amination at Hartiord on Tuesday, March 5, at 10 o’clock a. m., at 
the armory of Company F, First regiment, on Central Row: 


First Regiment. 
Colonel J. E. Hamilton, Lieutenant-Colonel John B. Clapp, First 


—, Second Lieutenant 








pline rapidly, and the Second regiment is coming up splen- 
didly. 

The reception of Company F (New Maven Grays) at New 
Haven on the evening of the 8th inst. was one of the pleas- 


antest ever held by the company, and attended by a most 
elegant assemblage. 
Ninth regiment band was excellent, and the number of 


Cor B, Second Lieutenant William W. Warner; CO, Captain | «s ” : 
proper recognition from the State that we should have, it would re- Charles E-Horris, First Lieutenant Bere. foreign’? military gentlemen from New York and elsewhere 


lieve me of a great portion of my responsibility. I should be glad |! Henry N. Willis; D, Captain William H. Hi 


The music by Downing’s New York 





eller, First Lieutenant | was quite extensive 
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SALES OF ARMS TO FRANCE. 
(From a Regular Correspondent of the Tribune.) 
Paris, January 26. 

THE late Consul-General of France at New York, 
M. Victor Place, was yesterday condemned by the 
Oour @A to imprisonment for two years and 
a fine $400, for malversation of money belong- 
ing to the French Government, during the late war. 
This was the maximum penalty which could be inflicted 
in the matter, as the Public Prosecution abandoned the 
_— charge of forgery and conspiracy to defraud the 

vernment, of which the’ prisoner was accused at his 
previous trial in September last. The interest of Ameri- 
cans was aroused in this trial not only because the scene 
of action was in New York, but because the Remingtons, 
the well known manufacturers of small arms, were re- 
peatedly mentioned during the late OConsul-General’s 
trial. e charges brought by M. Victor Place, in de- 
fending himself against the Remingtons in particular, 
and Americans in general, were nearly if not quite as 
serious as those —— by the French Government 
t M. Place himself. If we are to believe M. Place, 
there does not exist a man in New York who has not 
his price, or who is not willing todo anything for the 
sake of money. 

Whenever he was charged with anything which, 
judged by oy ules of morality, was unworthy of 
any honest man, M. Place invariably replied, “ Oh, but 
then it was in America, and in the United States people 
always do that.”” It was, he declared, when accused of 
having winked at the taking of bribes by his clerks and 
agents, the universal custom in the United States to 

ase people’s hands.” Really, if he had done things 
which he should never have done in Europe, it was be- 
cause everybody else did the same in New York, and be- 
cause prices were so dear! These are a fair specimen of 
M. Place’s accusations against Americans in general. 
With regard to the Remingtons, the ex-consul did not 
hesitate to affirm that those gentlemen were utterly 
ruined before the Franco-Prussian war broke out; that 
they had defrauded the French Government out of far 

r sums than he (M. Place) was accused of having 
em ed; and, last but not least, the firm of Reming- 
ton had caused their books to be re-copied and their ac- 
counts to be “ cooked,” in order to conceal their guilt. 

These are very bitter words, which are strangely in 
contradiction to these words of the Duke d’Audiffret- 
Pasquier, the President of the Commission on the Pur- 
chases of Arms by the Government of the National 
Defence ; “‘ The Commission, in the name of France, 
thanks M. Remington for the step which he has taken in 
giving it the benefit of his evidence; the Commission 
acknowledges completely his fidelity and that of his 
agents. y colleagues request me to thank M. Reming- 
ton, and to inform him that they are completely satisfied 
with his conduct toward the French Government.” It 
is only fair to state, however, that M. Place’s opportuni- 
ties of judging America have been of a somewhat limited 
nature, for he was only appointed to New York in 
April, 1870, and he himself admits that he does not un- 
derstand a word of English, although he had been Con- 
sul for three years, immediately previous to his coming 
to New York, at Calcutta. 

I will give a brief outline of the trial itself: In Sep- 
tember, 1870, immediately after the fall of the Empire, 
the French Government began purchasing arms and am- 


*. munition to a very large extent in the United States. 


M. Place, then French Consul-General at New York, 
was informed that a credit had been opened in his 
name by the French Government with August Belmont, 
and was instructed to give checks in payment for arms 
purchased by the agents of the French Government in 
America; but he was also ordered not to buy arms him- 
self, but only to pay for them, and use all possible dili- 
mce in having them shipped to France. The French 
Gpectnaiens did rot employ M. Place to buy arms, be- 
cause he was totally ignorant of English, and knew 
nothing about arms or ammunition. Place, however, 
thought fit to purchase very large quantities of arms, on 
his own account, for the French Government. In the 
meantime the Remingtons had been appointed by the 
Tours Government sole agents in the United States for 
the purchase and supply of arms, ammunition, and, in 
short, all kinds of material of war. Place was duly in- 
formed of this; but he paid no attention to the telegrams 
sent him, and went on with his purchases of arms, pay- 
ing the most extravagant prices—over $6,800,000 were 
tin afew months. In order to facilitate his opera- 
tions, he engaged a man named Chauviteau to act as 
his agent and interpreter. Chauviteau, of course, at 
once saw an opportunity of putting money in his own 
on accordingly went to Colonel Squire, the 
i ms’ agent in New York, and proposed that a 
commission of twenty-five cents should be levied on every 
musket sold to the French Government. In order to 
induce Colonel Squire to agree to this proposition, 
Chauviteau offered to give the Remingtons one-third of 
all the commission levied in this manner. Squire, finding 
he could obtain no money in payment for the very large 
purchases of arms and ammunition his firm was then 
making, was soon forced to consent to this arrangement ; 
but he immediately telegraphed what had passed to 
Mr. Samuel Remington, who was then in France. 
® Mr. Remington lost no time in informing M. Lecesne, 
the president of the Armament Committee, of these 
facts, and stated that he should credit the French Gov- 
ernment with all sums received by his firm under this 
arrangement. Among many accusations brought by M. 
Place against the Remingtons, one of the principal was 
that they were in secret partnership with M. Lecesne, 
the president above mentioned of the French arma- 
ment Committee. The president of the Court of Appeal 
was hostile to M. Place, when, as is the customin French 
courts of law, he interrogated the mer. He 
by showing that M. Place had no right whatever to 
even the commission of two per cent. which he had, with- 
out any authority from the French Government, levied on 
all his transactions. In reply to M. Place said that, 
when consul at Ni he recei @ letter from the 
French Minister Foreign Affairs which authorized 


began | are persistently en 


him to ve aye per cent, commission on some purchases 
made by for the Minister of War. He was unable 
to produce this document. As to freight, the president 
questioned M. Place at great length, and appeared to me 
to establish plainly enough that the average price per 
ton charged Phe a prisoner for freight of arms was $8 
in excess of t by the Remingtons. France, 
the Public Prosecutor declared in turn, had lost at least 
$40,000 by the conduct of her own consul in this mat- 
ter. There were innumerable other accusations against 
M. Place, one of them being that he paid in currency, 
and then charged the French Government as if he had 
paid in gold. ” 

M. Place was well defended by M. Rivolet, except 
that the latter fell into the same error as his client, and, 
in order to defend the latter, did not hesitate to renew 
the severest accusations inst third parties. The 
main argument of M. Rivolet was, of course, the resti- 
tution by his client of the sum of $120,400 to the French 
Government, at the request of M. d’Audiffret-Pasquier, 
the president of the Commission on Contracts. But the 
result of all M. Rivolet’s pleading was that M. Place was 
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment and $400 fine. 
The clerical no are all very at this sentence, 
because M. Place has a brother who is Bishop of Mar- 
seilles, and they seem to think that it is sacrilegious in 
the court to declare a bishop’s brother guilty of embez- 
zlement. 

(From the New York Times.) 


Paris, Friday, Jan. 26, 1872. 
Contrary to expectation, judgment was rendered, 
yesterday, in the case of M. Victor Place, and the con- 
demnation is published in the Gazette des Tribuneauz of 
to-day. The ex-consul has been sentenced to two years’ 
imprisonment and a fine of two thousand francs. Ina 
pecuniary sense this is much lighter thau any one sup- 
ed amy those who knew the activity of the Bishop of 
illes, and had seen him going from official to official 
day after day during the entire week, believed that he 
would be able to save his brother frem a criminal’s cell. 
In France such a condemnation, even for a shorter period, 
carries with it the loss of many privileges and ruins for- 
ever the eareer of a public man. It is the same thing 
with “bankruptcy,” which in France is a “criminal 
failure.” The two forms are banqueroute and faillite. 
The man who becomes “bankrupt” in France is thus 
regarded as a criminal, and he can only recover his 
status by a special decree after proper purgation, upon 
the recommendation of all his creditors. If a man has 
any hopes of a public career in the future, it is better to 
restore any sum, ths whole of his fortune even, than to 
be condemned for a year to prison on a criminal charge. 
I make this reflection to explain the severity of this sen- 
tence, and also it will serve to show the difference be- 
tween our easy bankrupt laws and those of this country. 
I must say, however, that I am not familiar with the 
statute laws of New York upon this subject. 
Although few expected to hear the publication of the 
verdict yesterday, the court-room was crowded at an 
early hour by a class of men not often seen in such 
places. All of the “ floating diplomats” of Versailles— 
secretaries of legation, consuls and consular agents 
waiting for orders, had come in to get the earliest news, 
and a single glance at their faces, as they discussed ar- 
dently in groups, was sufficient to convince one that 
many present had a personal interest in this verdict. 
Despite the crowd the room was hushed when the case 
was called. There was a feeling of general anxiety as 
the president said that M. Place had been found guilty, 
and when he denounced in the strong terms which o 
a French magistrate can use the consul who could thin 
of enriching himself in the hour of his country’s peril, 
there were many frowns, also when he denounced the 
miserable attempt, which fortunately had failed, to acouse 
the generous stranger who had given up his workshops to 
the use of France, and had voluntarily remitted the profits 
agreed upon when he saw to what a sum they amounted, 
and contrasted it with the conduct of a Frenchman who 
claimed profits to which he could show no kind of title. 
The young diplomats present felt a kind of solidarity 
with the accused, and they could not refrain from ex- 
pressing their dissatisfaction at the idea that a stranger 
should have interfered, even to save their country three 
or four millions. When the verdict was pronounced 
after the many considerants, several of them left the 
room, but did so repeating the very charges which had 
been disproved. They surrounded the reporters and 
tried to show them the “error cf this verdict,” and 
more than one of the morning journals, with their usual 
lightness, have repeated these rumors and charges in the 
very face of the verdict—a verdict, too, rendered in a 
Court of Appeal, and which has no superior but the 
Court of Cassation. This can only deal with formalities. 
The court said that the frauds themselves were reason- 
able evidence that M. Place and Chauviteau were agreed 
in sharing illicit profits. I would not say this in my 
letter, but the dilemma is clear: Either the consul was 
swindled and deceived by Chauviteau or the two were in 
collusion. Inthe former case, M. Place should, as the pre- 
sident said, with fire in his eyes and a look of indignation, 
have denounced Chauviteau, and not innocent men. Fur- 
ther, the court recognized that M. Place had not justified 
a single one of his excuses, or given proof to sustain his 
shameful accusations against Mr. Remington, Col. 
Squires and M. Lecesne. Neither M. Place nor his 
brother were in court. ASHBY, 
(Special Despatches to the New York Times.) 
WASHINGTON, February 12. 
THE friends of Messrs. Sumner, Schurz and company 
are continually asserting that the President ought to 
conciliate them. What the President has done to pre- 
vent them from being conciliated it would be hard for 
these friends to specify. So long as the gentlemen named 
in throwing mud at the Ad- 
ministration, it is ult to conceive how the President 
can take the initiative in the matter of conciliation. Of 
this there re @ most Cag ogy example in the 9 
ate to-day. For months past the chief conspirator o 
a Schurz, has been hin’ and in- 
sinuating in the most mysterious manner that there 





have been gravei arities in the sale of arms and or- 
dnance stores by the War De mt during the past 
two years. The allegations thus hinted were that the 
Department knowingly sold to the agents of the French 
government; that it thereby violated its neutrality, and 
that in the transaction a million cf money disappeared, 
which, it is alleged, partly went into the pockets of one 
or more officers of the Government. Mr. Schurz’s object, 
of course, has been apparent all the while. He wants to 
exasperate the German sentiment by showing that the 
Government sympathized with and aided the French, 
and he aims to injure the Administration by seeking to 
connect these alleged irregularities with one of the de- 
partments. Another principal actor in this business has 
been a French gentleman, well-known in Washington as 
Marquis de Chambrun, a man of much intelligence, and 
having a very thorough knowledge of American men and 
politics, but occupying himself a somewhat anomalous 
ition, never being officially connected with the French 
tion, and yet always seeming to act in behalf of 
French interests in a semi-official manner. He has re- 
eeived many privileges and courtesies at the hands of 
the members of the Government, and has prosecuted the 
claims of French citizens in the Supreme Court. He was 
lately intrusted by the State Department with the high- 
ly important and confidential duty of translating into 
mch the entire case of the United States before the 
Geneva Conference. It will be remembered that some 
months ago the French government suspended the 
French consul at New York and ordered him home for 
trial because of alleged frauds in the purchase of arms. 
Although not officially connected with the French 
government, de Chambrun has made this subject a 
matter of investigation, and it is believed that 
he himself caused the French government to 
ask, through its Minister here, that this govern- 
ment make an inquiry into the alleged corrupt con- 
nection of certain military officers with these sales of 
arms. Such inquiry was made by the Secretary of State 
of the War Department, and answered by that Depart- 
ment; but it is understood that the answer was not 
satisfactory to the French government, or at least not to 
Chambrun. A resolution was offered in the French 
Assembly a short time ago asking for information as to 
the result of this inquiry. It is understood here that 
Chambrun had promised the French government that 
the inquiry should be made. It was naturally to be 
supposed that a person bearing such relations to the 
French Legation as Chambrun does, and received and 
trusted by members of the Administration as he has 
been, to say nothing of diplomatic requirements in a 
matter strictly between two governments, would have 
indicated that this inquiry should be wholly conducted 
through the State Department. But more than two 
months ago, after many loose hints and insinuations in 
quarters where the Administration has not been popular, 
M. de Chambrun brought the matter to the attention of 
Senator Patterson in a prepared resolution of inquiry, 
which he desired Senator Patterson to introduce into 
the Senate. Mr. Patterson did not like the shape which 
the matter assumed, and resolved, before consenting, to 
make an investigation on his own account, which re- 
sulted in a determination to have nothing to do with it. 
This Frenchman then had several conferences with the 
Secretary of War on this subject, to whom he repeated 
the hints and insinuations that a well-known Army 
officer had been instrumental in the perpetration of a 
fraud upon the French government in these sales of 
arms. Secretary Belknap repeatedly invited him to put 
his charges in such shape that he could get his grip on 
such an officer, when he would make short work with 
him. But Chambrun, while continually asseverating 
his belief, as repeatedly declined to come to the point. 
Some time previous to this the Secretary of War had 
erdered a record of all the sales of ordnance stores since 
the close of the Rebellion to the present time, with 
dates, names, and prices made up. This document was 
transmitted to Congress about three weeks ago, and the 
letter of General Dyer accompanying it, showing that 
the Government had never knowingly sold arms to either 
French or German agents, was printed in the Times of 
that date; but these facts have not answered the purpose 
of the conspirators, so to-day Mr. Sumner, with unusual 
resonance, introduced a resolution which he was careful to 
say was in his own handwriting, though it is well 
known to have been _—— by Chambrun, who thus 
takes advantage of Mr. Sumner’s inflamed temper to- 
ward the President to insinuate further slanders against 
the Administration. This resolution, as will be seen, 
proposes another special investigating committee, and 
wants to know all about the breach of neutrality, to 
whom the money was paid, and how it comes that the 
Treasury returns show $1,700,000 less as the proceeds of 
sales of arms in the last fiscal year than was actually re- 
ceived. This thing had been duly prepared, and one of 
the documents in the case, a letter of Remington & 
Sons to the French Government, in which they allude to 
their influence with this Government, etc., was given 
out in advance to the Press so as to prejudge the case as 
much as possible. DeChambrun has heretofore managed 
adroitly to carry water on both shoulders, and to keep 
on good terms, not only with the members of the Ad- 
ministration, butits opponents. But he is now strongly 
suspected of double-dealing, and his intermeddling with 
political matters hag overreached itself. Last night, 
after providing for the introduction of this resolution by 
Mr. Sumner to-day, he went to a relative of the Presi- 
dent and urged him tu suggest to the President that he 
ask one of his friends to introduce the resolution, be- 
cause if he did not Mr. Sumner would. The resolution 
will probably go to the present Investigating Committee. 
So far as results are concerned, it is not likely to amount 
to anything. The Department never knowingly allowed 
any arms or stores to be sold to the agents of either bel- 
ligerent, and the names of the purchasers, and the 
amount received for the same in every instance for six 
years past, have been made public, ani if Sumner, 
Schurz and their French ally will only make their 
against Army officers plain enough to be acted 





on, the Secretary of War will put the offenders through 
in short order. 





